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Bean normally, Grand Prix the revival of a drivers’ association to One dictates the return of Pirelli, or of 
racing took to the track again in Rio. protect the interests of the men at the Renault, or the arrival en masse of new 


ry 
Hee Breathinglessthan normally, Grand Prix sharp end, How, indeed, could such a Grand Prix aspirants, there is no harm in 
4888 driver Philippe Streiff was, as this grouping have been allowed to lapse? _—_stopping now and then for breath, to 
Sia number ofPrixEditions International Derek might be the most popular first- savour moments from the sport's 
Oo “si went to press, stillfightingforhislifeasa time winner among a number of men kaleidoscopic history: the past is as 
racy Ee result of his massive accident in testing _ poised, or so it seems, on the brink of — much a part of Formula One as are the 
So 528 in Brazil, No-one can say when Philippe that momentousfeat.Otherdriverfeatures present and its headlong future. 
= 5 33 will take to the trackagain: first he must —_inthisissue turn the spotlighton people Our series on the World Champions 
rs 258 win the mostfamousvictory ofall, These at opposite ends of the Formula One takes up the theme of Italy: possibly the 
o Sag two issues — Formula One's return to spectrum, Is the greatest of them all, most feryent Formula One nation on 
r=4 ges the glorious noise ofatmosphericengines, Alain Prost, on the brink of giving up? _earth, yet one that has produced just two 
a By and the risks run by men in racing cars Alan Henry asks the question we all World Champions — and only one for 
= 3 — are central themes in this number of _ wantanswered, whileDan Knutson finds the Prancing Horse. Inanew companion 
oa our magazine. Ferrari's Gerhard Berger inbullishmood series of personal reflections. 


Our regular Grand Prix reporter David despite defeat by new teammate Nigel distinguished Grand Prix writer Nigel 
Tremayne also turns his attention to Mansell. Mansell and Ferrari: Agip and Roebuck relives the heart-stopping 
the outlawing ofthe turbo, whileengines water? The mixture was explosively battle of two young lions in the French 
—old engines, new engines, borrowed successful in Rio. On the outside of all Grand Prix of a decade ago. 

engines and engines that just plain blew this, looking in, Martin Donnelly told We hope to have ed, in this first 


> — feature prominently on many other Andy Smith how it feels to be so close, _issue of PEI under its new managerial 
S 


pages. How thrilling it was, after what and to see his lifestyle inexorably team, the strongest line-up of contributors 
seemedlike yearsofone-horse dominance, changing as Formula One beckons the magazine has ever enjoyed. At its 
towatch so many carsjoin battle in Rio. Rio sunshine, rain in France; Ligier’s heart, as he will be in each issue, is your 
Five teams in the top six finishers; six recent contrasts of weather mirror the man Maurice Hamilton: one of the 
cars separated by a mere 18 seconds; blue cars’ slide from Formula One front- world's most respected writers on motor 
seven changes of race leader — this was running to recent failures to qualify. Are sport, but one whose clear grasp of 
the true arithmetic of motor racing, Ligier wrong to retain the fierce streak realities is always lightened by that Irish 
adding up to a heartwarming start. of nationalism that has always fired the twinkle in the eye. “On the Other Hand” 
Heartbreaking, however, wastheshadow team? Seeking to reflect the truly — isnomercaltemnative lookat the Formula 
cast by Philippe Streiff’s high-speed international nature ofGrand Prix racing, _ Onescene: itis central to PEI'sambitions, 
accident, and the clouds of confusion PEI is particularly happy to welcome lll of us in this new team are glad to 
that seem tohave attended the response distinguished French columnistJohnny —_ welcome back old friends, and to open 
by those in charge. Such questions have Rives as he tests the waters with a team —_ our columnstowritersand photographers 
been etched in people's minds, in the whose move away from Vichy may be who will become old friends. The same 
UK especially, by recent tragic events inthe start of the long road back. greeting goes to all our readers, old and 
another much-loved sport, Who better Back already are Pirelli, bringing with new. If you don't like the new thrust, 
than Prof them the spirit of competition that please tell us why; ifyou do like the look 
Watkins, the extraordinary man in preyailsatall levels ofFormulaOne, But of our own new cra, we'd still be pleased 
charge ofmattersmedicalateachGrand back, too, is the spectacle of one- to hear from you. 

Prix? Neither he nor any member ofthe off qualifying laps which Goodyear's ob 
governingbody FISA wasresponsiblefor monopoly had allowed us to forget, STUART SYKES 
the unconscionable delay in Streiff’s How can qualifying tyres be in the best EDITOR 


hospitalisation, for this wasprivate test __ interests of safety? Dan Knutson poses 
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session arranged between teams and — this and other questions: being first, at 
circuit owners. Fromanother and more every level, is the name of this peculiar 

deadly point of view, our regular driver game. 

columnist Derek Warwick argues for If the sheer pace of change in Formula 
eS 
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R. de Janeiro, Brazil — Last year 
McLaren built the ultimate race car; it 
‘wonall but one Grand Prix. Now McLaren: 
plans to build the ultimate road car. 
McLaren Cars plans to design and 
‘manufacture a unique high performance 
road car to reflect the quality and 

which has been the hallmark 
of McLaren International's highly 
‘successful world champion Formula One 
team. 


Mclaren’s super car should make its 
debut in about three years, McLaren 
plans to build 50 to 100 cars a year for 
this very select market which includes 
cars such as the Ferrari P40 and the 
Porsche 959, 
Ron Dennis, however, does not see 
McLaren becoming like Porsche or 
Ferrari in the future. “We are not 
Joking at any company and trying to be 
like them,” he said. “We want to be 
ne 
that McLaren was 

another form of racing such 
as CART or the World Endurance Sports 
Car series. Dennis stated 
that “any other form of racing is 
definitely out for us as it would be 
counterproductive to our Formula 
Project.” One! 


Don't expect to see the Mclaren 
reine oat 


the 
end right,” Dennis said, “and making 
sure that it doesn’t hurt the Formula 
Project.” 


1989 will be a transition S 
ihe works on both the Formals Onna 


the road car 
Directors of the new company, which 


will be funded largely by the TAG Group, 
8 


DAN KNUTSON 


will include Dennis, Murray, Mansour 
Ojjeh, Bob Illman and Creighton Brown. 
Dennis said that Mclaren had not made 
a decision on what type of engine the 
road car would use. How much will it 
cost? “Price is immaterial in this limited 
section of the market,” he said. “The 
most important thing is the quality.” 

Alain Prost has put an end to the 
‘rumours that he plans to retire. “It's not, 
true at a Melaren driver said 
‘when asked if he would quit racing at 
centas kescort sleet to 
race. I'm competitive and happy with 
the team. I'll let you know (about 


Those who watch ¢ : 
TV this season will get to 
from cameras onboard the 


Brazil the two Canon W ili 
were fitted with cameras 

According to one team manag 
teams took the initiative to 

show”, Williams, Ferrari, Arro 
Benetton, McLaren and March 

turns carrying the cameras, Each Gr 
Prix will feature one team, and 
team will carry the cameras for two 
races, Two races will be held “in 
reserve" in case of technical problems 
which could cause a team to lose coverage 
Australian electronics whizz David 
Roberts, who was involved with last 
year’s Indy TV coverage, built the 
equipment in six weeks flat, and says 
that more cameras per car will be seen 
eventually. Development costs of 
US$800,000 will be met by the teams 


RICCARDO PATRESE ESE 
7 7 GRAND PRIX What is it like to drive the new non- 


9) turbo cars? “It's very easy to adapt to this 
JRLD RECORD style,” Alain Prost eid “You don't even 
“Vy ss think about it. It’s even easier (than 
driving a turbo) because you don't have 
to think about fuel and boost and so on. 


—_———_. 


prior to the Brazilian. “A lot of qnic When Alain Prost arrived in Brazil he 
feel that McLaren is reversing a trea Joined the Williams crew for a seven 
‘That's not our opinion.” The Mclares hour wait in the Rio airport. It seems 
team feels that once the new MP4s they had checked the “tourist” box on 


Gaal ing miles it wilhe teirentry documents, while the customs 
— me more testing miles it wil: (als said that the teams were coming 


to work. 
Designer Neil Oatley, assisted by St 
Nichols, was the project leader of 
new McLaren MP4/5. The car will ea reer Bess poster a 
two phases, Phase one concentrates On March 23rd in honour of world 
reliability, and the car will be fittedwit Champion Ayrton Senna. 
modified versions of the gearbox 2 
brakes used in 1988, Phase wo vl 
entail a weight cutting program, % 
Tear suspension and front uprights pls? 
Rew transverse gearbox. ‘The cit MS 
been built with a new “high mod 
carbon fibre which is lighter 
stronger than the carbon fibre use! 
‘year, Constructed by the American Here! f 
Corporation, this new carbon fibr 
made available exclusively to Mcl2"* y , 

—_—_—_— | 
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ge 
Prix entry list are Italian. beat F 
Grand Prix drivers, Gi Be 
five, Brazil and Germany f0UF ‘iy Eddie Cheever's new Arrows Ford All 
Japan and Belgium have swo, a ,o! didn't pass technical inspection Thursday 
USA, Spain, Austria, Switzerl@M” 1 because the American couldn't wriggle 
can each claim one drive" out of the tight cockpit in the required 
Formula One ranks. five seconds. The crew installed a 


ee butterfly shaped steering wheel to give 


Brazi es 17" Cheever more room, and he was then 
Grand ; ey which 1f, able to make the “escape test” in under 
Prix start — a reco! 


Seteeiiieeijacives taste wil! five seconds. 
176 Grand Prix starts each. 


Tarquin 
the AGS ¢ 


pe Streiff on 


Streiff was badly injured 


there during the test 


session held prior to the Grand Prix 


Streiff has been flown home to France. It 
is still not certain whether he will be 
permanently paralysed. Tarquini had been 
out of a Formula One ride after the new 
FIRST 
governing body FISA, mean 
a release saying that because Streif?'s 
accident happened in private testing, it 
could not be held responsible for any 
safety problems. 


team folded. Formula One's 


while, issued 


When asked if his company plans to use 
arotary valve engine in Formula One in 
the near furure, Honda's Formula Or 
project leader said no. Sources close 
Honda say that a rotary valve system is 
under development. The advantage of 
the system is the elimination of the valve 
train components, and this allows the 
‘engine to revhigher. The disadvantage is 
‘weight, and the Honda V10 already has 
more than enough of that 
—_—- 


Brabham driver Stefano Modena is 
unusually superstitious. He always 
wears his right driving glove inside out. 
Here in Rio he asked that the team 
change the cars in the garage so that he 
would be on the right side 
——- 


‘The Brabham team lost two Judd engines 
even before the mechanics could install 
them in the cars. A fork lift broke at the 
airport and dropped the two engines on 
the tarmac. 


ank' 
Jesigned the Camel Team Lotus 
ind driver Nelson Piquet 
Lotus test driver Martin Donnelly, who 
has bigger hands than Piquet, was scraping 
his knuckles on the sides of the narrow 
cockpit until the team built him a smaller 
steering wheel. British Formula 3000 
star Donnelly will be testing many miles 
for Lotus this season. It will be interesting 
to see how his lap times compare with 


Frank 


Didier Calmels has been arrested by 
French police for allegedly shooting his 
wife, Calmels and Gerard Larrousse are 
partners and owners of the LC Lola 
Formula One team. 

Icis reported that Calmels, a 38-year-old 
French lawyer, killed his wife Dominique 
with a shotgun in their house on the 
night of February 28th while their four 
children were asleep. 

According to Lola driver Philippe Alliot 
Calmels was very much in love with his 
wife but the relationship had 
deteriorated recently. Alliot was also 
quoted in the Italian press as saying that 
Calmels had been having apsychologically 
difficult time and wanted to commit 
suicide. 

The Lola team still plans to contest the 
1989 Formula One season, 


Prix Editions congratulates Arrows on 
two new additions to the team: Eddie 
and Rita Cheever's new daughter Estelle 
and Mr and Mrs Jackie Oliver's new 


Officials disqualified the times set by 
Rene Arnoux’s Ligier and Pierluigi 
Martini’s Minardi in Rio on Friday. The 
drivers heads were not below a line 
between the front and rear roll hoops. 
Both teamswere fined US$2000. Ironically 
Arnoux and Martini are two of the 
shortest drivers on pitlane. 


The 1989 season marks the start of the 
new non-turbo era. The glorious noise 
of V12, V10 and V8 3.5 litre engines 
filled the air in Brazil. Bring car plugs if 
you plan to go to a Grand Prix this 
season. Seven types of engines could be 
found in pit lane: Ferrari V12, Ford V8 
(in several versions), Honda V10, Renault 
V10, Judd V8 (in several versions), 
Lamborghini V12 and Yamaha V8. 


< "Le DRIVER: 
TO OCCUPY 
RACING CAR SExy 


IN 1990... , 


‘nationwide competition to find racing drivers. it offered complete 
navices the opportunity both to win 2 seat in 2 racing 
Ietegrated race car tuition, to leam to drive on circurts 


MOTORSPORT CHALLENGE °89 is now launched. Open to anyone 17 
yeers of age who can drive, no previous experience is neccessary and 
no sponsorship funds are required. 

Prize drives are guaranteed for the winners. Choose from Formula First 
Formula Ford single seater or Production Saloon car racing, 


SO STOP DREAMING - 

FILL OUT THE COUPON AND 
FIND OUT HOW LEARNING 
TO DRIVE A RACING CAR 
COULD PUT YOU IN 

ONE! 


“ON THE 


ar _| 


I had seen the look once before. It wa 
at Long Beach in 1983 and I remember 
ing into the Convention Centre, 
heading for the paddock area and finding 
John Barnard wandering aimlessly around 
the McLaren enclosure. His glazed 
expression suggested he had just drunk 
a bottle of Scotch and decided it had 
been a pleasant experience.!'m not sure 
ifJohn actually touches the stuff but, for 
man possessing the same initials as 
Justerini & Brooks, why spoil a good 
story? 
In any case, John had just witnessed his 
cars coming from the back of the grid to 


Retumn are tt finish first and second. The fixed grin 
Coupon tor | Piease send me details of Mor: oe * confirmed the impression that Barnard 
FormuLaTecHNiue =! Name ORSPORT CHALLENGE ‘a9 and the rest of his team had, at best, 
| FREEPOST ! "3 a expected an early bath and, at worst, the 
ene tes ! —_— agony of watching John Watson and Niki 
i eTeeT ' ———_ Lauda being lapped, The suprise nature 
WAR 1 _ =a | of the victory had been similar 10 
= trudging to Heathrow and suddenly 
creer H i - Postcode receiving a first class ticket to Australia 
i — yien you expected to fly economy. The 
—— Tit — free champagne always tastes sweeter 

rocessusa | HetMi/Mtn eto)__ Stieeresoas 
! | It was the same in Rio on 26th March, 
1 John Barnard walked out of the Ferrari 
u | garage and it must have seemed as, 


| though he was treading on air. Nigel 
-? Mansell had driven a Ferrari to vietory at 


the end ofa weekend when the mechanical 


= 0 ——— 


OTHER HAND” 


THE MAURICE HAMILTON COLUMN 


problems almost outnumbered the army 
of critics prepared to write off Barnard 
and his car. 

‘Quite how John managed to stop himself 
from climbing on to a packing case and 
waving two fingers at the pit lane and 
pressroom Pll never know. His knowledge 
of Italian is limited but I'm sure he has 
learned one or two choice phrases which 
he would have enjoyed slinging back at 
his tormentors. 

Of course, John has been around long, 
enough to realise that one win does not 
mean you should prepare your dinner 
jacket for the ceremonious back slapping, 
with Jean-Marie Balestre in December. 
Even so, that result must have brought 
intense relief, not to mention the public 
vindication of his project 

It was also a gift for Cesare Fiorio, the 
man who had been switched from Lancia 
to bring together a Grand Prix team 
which seemed to be polarising between 
Maranello and Guildford. Cesare is no 
fool either but his trials and tribulations 
in world championship rallying have 
taught him not to look a prancing gift 
horse in the mouth. Except that this was 
no freebee victory. 

‘There had been the anticipated jokes 
before the event, of course, It had been 
suggested that Cesare would try and 
place service vans around the circuit, 


given the Ferrari's penchant for rolling 
to a halt as frequently as one of the red 
buses which Nigel used to advertise 

Riccardo Patrese was one of the few 
people not to be suprised by the Ferrari 
victory, He had worked with Fiorio on 
the Lancia sportscar team and knew all 
about Cesare’s Midas touch. “I wasn't 
too bothered about Ferrari but, when I 
heard they had moved Fiorio to Formula 


One, I became worried,” he said 
“Everything that man does turns to 
gold. 


Yes, but so soon? John Barnard’s bemused 
expression suggested otherwise. But it 
was an emotional moment, one of several 
in the paddock that sultry afternoon, 

In the garage next door to Ferrari, an 
enormous weight had been lifted from 
the shoulders of Peter Collins, The 
Benetton-Ford team manager had willingly 
carried the responsibility of signing 
Johnny Herbert but there must have 
been private moments when the rising 
tide of criticism threatened to wear 
Collins down. Yet, throughout the 
winter, Collins had said Johnny Herbert 
is THE man, 

Thad my doubts, not so much about his 
natural ability, but about the strength to 
exercise it for 61 laps at a place like the 
Autodromo Nelson Piquet. The race was 
longer than anything Herbert had ever 


u 


un 
Hal 
Ul 


A few minutes later in the Benetton 
garage, Herbert was re-united with 
Collins. It was one of the most dignified 
and emotional sights I have seen in a 
hard-nosed business notexactly renowned 
for such behaviour. Collins, an Australian 
of a friendly but brusque persuasion, 
could barely speak. Sure, Johnny had 
personally removed Collins's neck from 
the chopping block, but both men fully 
deserved to savour the moment. Had it 
‘not been for Collins's refusal to be 
swayed from his belief, young Herbert 
would probably still be languishing in 
Formula 3000. 

(Of course, there was pandemonium in 
the British end of the press room. They 
didn't know where to spray their exultant 
phrases next; Mansell winning in a 
Ferrari conceived by the banks of the 
River Wey in Surrey; Herbert fourth; 
‘Warwick fifth; Palmer seventh; a 

drive from Brundle in the Brabham. And, 
when Mansell then dropped the trophy, i 
the headline writers’ day was complete. y 
It was the best sports story of the 
weekend. In London, editors generously 
cleared the back pages and then told us 
hacks in Rio that there were 60 minutes 


i 


to the left-front wheel, sat down and 


Sure enough, Bernie was there in the 
7) Brabham pt, watching Brundle and Stefino 
Modena pre-qualify comfortably. He was 
talking with Joachim Luthi, the man 
who, we are told, actually owns the 
team, We had also been informed early 
in the proceedings that Mr. Luthi was 
keen to keep a low profile. If wearing a 
Brabham shirt anda colourful assortment 


that Nigel Mansell and Ferrari had about ofheadgear, and then decorating the pit 
asmuch chance of winning the Brazilian with dusky ladies in denim, is how you 
Grand Prix as Edwina Currie had of play an unassuming role, then Jean. 
becoming head of the Egg Marketing Marie Balestre had better watch out if 
Board. Mr, Luthi ever changes his mind and 
At the end of the day, Martin comes on strong 
probably got a ath nee The team, now managed by David Stubbs, 
into eighth (behind Gugelmin) iscredit to the Brabham name and they 
before retirement was relegated to the even manage to cope with Modena’s 
final paragraphs in the light of such Superstitions, I mean, this man makes 
brilliance elsewhere in the race. walking under a ladder seem as foolish 
‘The Brabham effort had been ‘as refusing to leave the house because 
‘When the teams with the difficult task there is a vowel in the month. He 
re-qualifying rolled out on tence changed hotel rooms a couple of times 
Moming in Rio it was clear that Beabhac, Until he found one with the bed facing in 
knew precisely what the right direction and then the carshad 
‘And, behind all of this wore to be shuffled around in the cramped 
cared Rarage because Stefano insisted 


on his being parked on the right. All 


Ecclestone. For instance, the cars were i 

‘i harmless stuff and you can’t knock him 

Paint sete immaculate pinstripe for it, but it could prove to be a trial by 

Deen earns over which Bernie has the time the team reach Adelaide in 

fone tan to bring the factory to ahalt November. And quite what Stefano will 
(Was so much as a millimetre do when the cars are parked line astern 


in the Monaco pit lane, I'll await with 
interest 

The important thing, however, is that 
Modena is an ace in the making and 
Brabham have an aggressive young line 
up in the Capelli/Gugetmin mould. In 
the meantime, the team will concentrate 
on sorting out serious matters such as 
the official hand-outs in Brazil which 
referred to the cars as Brabham-Fords 
for two days before someone finally gave 
John Judd credit where it was due 
There were a number of bleary-eyed 
mechanics on the flight home, 2 race 
meeting compounded by the arrival of 
new cars having taken its toll, The 
Arrows team were particularly subdued, 
their mood matching Derck Warwick's 
introspective manner the previous day 
ashe walked slowly and silently from his 
car. 

He finished fifth. He could have finished 
first, Two lengthy pit stops had proved 
costly, The first had been caused by 
‘Warwick letting the clutch out too soon 
and spinning the rear wheels before the 
nuts had been tightened. At the second, 
the rear jack was not placed properly 
causing the car to droop to one side, 


thus preventing the speedy removal of 
the right-hand wheels. And then DelBoy 
stalled in his anxiety to rejoin 

The Arrows mechanics had been up all 
night, returning to their hotel for a brief 
rest before going on duty again on race 
morning. The cars were brand new and 
the fact that Warwick's A11 actually 
finished the race was a tribute to the 
preparation by the mechanics and the 
work of the design team at Milton 


Keynes, particularly the engineers in 
charge of the transverse gearbox 

These things are easily forgotten in the 
heat of the moment, of course, and a 
member of the management is reported 
to have made it clear that he thought the 
mechanics had lost the race. After 
waiting 10 years for a win, such 
frustration can he imagined, But so can 
the disullusionment which then washed 
over one or two members of the weary 


team. 
Jackie Stewart has always maintained 
that emotion is a das g in the 
cockpit. It can have a detrimental effect 
in the pit lane too. But, in Rio, most of it 
had been of a memorable kind. i 


crous this 


Arce Nigel Mansell's stunning 


Victory in the Brazilian Grand Prix 
the bells chimed long into the night 
throughout Italy as the shockwaves 
ebbedand flowed. In Maranello, home 
ofthe greatest ofall racing teams, the 
celebrations knew few bounds. 

‘When he had set a new atmo lap 
record for Fiorano on his first ever 
fun in a Ferrari (the interim 639 
version of the F1/89), Mansell had 
already captured the hearts of the 
Ferraristi. Now, they knew 
what to make of it all. They draped 
Union Jacks alongside the Tri- 
colours, hung giant posters of him 
throughout the town, Mayor Giorgio 
Gubertini pronounced his intention 
to commemorate him with a bronze 
bust in the Ferrari Museum. He 
hailed him as a spiritual son, “who 
has brought us great glory". | 

Mf the scenes of joy were 
peetarelnkoy, SO was the very 
success itself. Throughout 

the 639 and 640 vertons of Jone 
Barnard's F1/89 had proved woefully 
unreliable, Mansell once described 
‘how its semi-automatic transmission 
had temporarily become fully 


ve V12 


shifting itself from seventh to 
ee 


third along the back straight. 
And his very car in Rio had been 
devastatingly unreliable. In three of 
wine Sessions it ground to a halt 
when the hydraulic oil it C 
poate ii pump in the 
And yet, the week before FOCA t 
began in Brazil, Mansell had set what 
Would be the fastest lap ( 1m 36.00s) 
anyone would manage until Ayrton 
Senna blitzed his McLaren. ‘Honda 
MP4/5 on to the pole in the Saturday 
Qualifying session. That in itself gave 
the lic to off-season Tumours fanned 
by Ferrari itself in a Masterpicce of 
sandbagging that the V12 was 
smd at of power. I once 
ae ansellto compare toajuda 
aia he refused, diplomatically. The 
rence Was that it had around 
max. Yet down Rio's 


Mansellstictory wasno Monza These 
no last-minute fluke to ti 

in Ferran’ fvour. ronan 

it Was the FI/ ‘ 

at 


in which 


Mansell profited. The electro hydra 
box has a normal clutch that th 
driver can use to get off the line 
away from pit stops. Both Mansell an! 
Gerhard Berger felt they were cithet 
going to set off like Don Garlits ° 
bog down badly. Neither could ' 
sure, As it turned out, Berger 80 
absolute flier and arrived a th 
inviting gap betwixt Riccat! 
Patrese's front row Williams ant 
Senna just as it was clositt 
Undaunted, he slammed to the 
and stayed there, foot hard dow" 
Senna began to edge across in {. 
direction, The local hero's action 
partly understandable desire (0D 
his rival, partly an obligation ash, 
was squeezed by Patrese WO 
across, As Berger still refused 

and stayed neck and 9 
Mclaren despite his right! ws 
being on the grass, contact Vy 
inevitable, The Ferrari half SPU 
graunched itselfinto retireme” ig 
the kerb, Senna lost his nO" y 
and was thwarted for the Secon Fs 
Tunning on home ground. Tie 
When Mansell was the dF"! py 
able to survive a Rio opening Mf 
ow Senna has taken up the MP 7 
Was one of those things tat panty 


410! 


hen two chargers refuse (00° 


puta slight lift would 
won the Brazilian the rac 


If the church bells we 
Maranello, alarm bells were 
in Woking. Ron Den 
resigned expression after 
was inwardly desperately f 
to have his dream of 1 
entire season's races 
arly. And there was the ir 
but for minor problen 
would haye won. If that s 
fetched, consider this, ‘The inter 
MP4/4Bswith V10 power have proved 
highly reliable and very qu 
the World Champion's brace 
MP4/5 qualifying laps were in a cl 
of their own, And in the race Alain 
Prost still finished only 7.8 seconds 
adrift of Mansell even though he had 
been forced to make do with only 
two sets of tyres to the Briton’s three 
Rio is highly abrasive, and in raceday’s 
106 degree heat all of the Goodyear 
runners knew in theirhearts that they 
would have to stop twice. It was 
fortunate for Nigel that he had to, for 
in his second he also changed the 
steering wheel as its locking 
mechanism was working loose in the 
faster corners, Hardly an id 
development. 
Ashe stayed out for lap after lap, Prost 
evoked all manner of questions. Was 
he trying to repeat his glorious 
precision of Mexico 1986, where he 
alone had got through on two sets of 
Goodyear? Was he banking on a very 
fate charge on soft rubber? The answer 
was simple. His clutch had gone out 
ofbusiness just after that first stop on 
lap 14,and without ithe would never 
be able to restart from his second. 
Like it or not, he was obliged to make 
it through on worn tyres. It is a mark 
ofthe man that he not only did so, but 
stayed out for 45 laps on the same set 
nd still finished second. With a third 
set of tyres? “I have no doubt I would 
have won," he responded quietly. 
Instead, he looked highly likely to 
face late challenges from Patrese and 
Derek Warwick, but luck was with 
neither of them. In his record 177th 
Grand Prix, Riccardo had staggered 
one and all by topping Friday's 
qualifying despite everything Mclaren 
nd Ferrari threw at him, yet Saturday 
saw him at the base of the time sheet 
after an engine had failed and the 
replacement -installed in a brilliant | 
31 minutes! - had misfired 
Unperturbed, he swept into the lead 
the start and held it until Mansel 
‘overtook on lap 16, He was back in 
front on lap 21 when the Ferrari 
made its first stop, but thereafter 
Williams’ gamble on trying to get by 
on two sets of tyres worked against 


McLare 


him, He didn't stop until lap 25, and 


— Neen ee ee ee UU ETE ensnennaEnstIE 


lacks ram pet 

Fest and whee Bangg: Senna woud oe out Aiport 
‘Pascal ndeau), nlx clou in Nagas sky AT, Berger 
als back the pts oh Townsend, Manns 
hehe a pot ohn Townsend ta race, est 

poins— Herten performed nace (.A7) 


the delay sentenced him 3 


after his rivals from seventl 


was back up toa charging f = 
50, closing fast on Johnny a 
and Mauricio Gugelmin a 
shadowed Prost. Indeed, for sant 
feet on lap 51 he was ahead 0! both 
but literally the moment he passeq 
the Brazilian's Leyton House Marc} 
the Canon Williams threw a canishag 


pulleyand his race was over. Without 
that, he might well have caught ang 
passed Prost in the remaining 10 laps, 
but the enaising Mansell would haye 
| remained beyond reach. Had he not 
stayed out so long on his first set of 
| tyres the story might have been 
different, but the failure rendered 
that academic. 

| Ultimately, then, Williams had only 
Patrese’s fastest lap as consolation in 
its most competitive showing since 
Adelaide in 1987. Thierry Boutson 
fastest right up until the closing day 
of testing, was still recovering from 
an almighty shunt that occurred in 
| the week preceding the race wh 
| his Williams’ rear suspension broke 
| Detuned or not, however, he was a 
useful second to Patrese for the first 
two laps and third for another when 
his engine cut out suddenly. Renault 
Sport's Bernard Dudot hypothesised 
that debris from the Senna tangle, 
which had smashed the Belgian’s 
right mirror, might have been 
ingested into his RSO1 V10. 
Nevertheless, the Didcot equipe and 
its new 
satisfaction from a very competitive 
showing that augured well for its 
season, 

Like Patrese, Warwick deserved better 
fortune in his 101st Grand Prix and 
the first at the wheel of a non-turbo. 
Ross Brawn's new USF&G Arrows 
AIL is clearly a good car, and the 
Englishman exploited its potential 
with a strong eighth on the grid 
alongside Ivan Capelli who was the 
best of the V8 bunch. By lap 16, 38 
Mansell took the lead, DelBoy was Up 
to third and closing on Patrese whe? 
he made his first stop four laps latet 
Cruelly, asticking wheel delayed hit 


and exactly the same thing, plus * 


stall induced by tricky gear sclectio” 
time 


levied a similar penalty second 
around. By that time he had r 
the position and, like Riccardo, mish" 
reasonably have expected to finis! 
second by catching the tyre-conserit 
Prost in the closing stages. As it W#* 
he had to be content with fifth 

Capelli had been a fancied runnet#! 
along, the 1988 March having be? 
honed into reliable state in 16 71° 
The Italian qualified well and wf 
third place, closing on Patrese, *"<" 
he made ‘op. Shortly afte 
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‘As team mate Rene Amoux failed to 
‘qualify with an imbalance in his new 
Ligier JS33, the F3000 graduate 
upheld team honour after an 


the Palmer 
Produced yet another cool drive in 
the unloved but modified Tyrrell 017B 


‘to place seventh, despite th > 
brake cooling duct at 1700, 08 


hhad a troubled return to Unc ic Key! 
fold. His race was blight jy" 


the recovered Senna to the line afte, 


the champion had had two stops, 
fix his McLaren's nose, and two fc 


Trmarked contrast to Derek W awe 
Eddie Cheever had a miserahy, 
weekend, helped little by the tight j 
he had to get into and out of hi, 
‘Arrows, and poor reliability thatt key 
him to two lapsat atime in qualifyin, 
He was running ninth on lap 38 whe, 
he was rudely punted into retiremer 
by Bernd Schneider at the end of thy 
main straight, and collapsed wig 
with poor leg circulation as he tric 
towalkaway. The German had scrape, 
intoarace for which team mate Agu: 
Suzuki failed to prequalify, leaving 
trail of failed Yamaha V8s in his wake 
but seemed to be running reliah: 
‘when the 891's front suspension fails 
and involved him with the America, 
‘Osella and Rial made the race with; 
single car apiece, Piercarlo Ghinzan 
and Volker Weidler failing 
prequalify, but Nicola Larini’ 
ion of 18th place was nullific 

by the black flag after he wa 
to have lined up incorrect} 

on the grid, Christian Danner 
meanwhile, returning to the Formul: 
One fold, lost lot of time with area 
suspension problem and then stoppet 
on his last lap with crownwheel an’ 
pinion failure, Larrousse Calme! 
didn't expect to qualify with its bull 
Lola LC88D when the new LCS 
couldn't be readied in time, but whl 
Yannick Dalmas duly failed to get i 
Philippe Alliott did and was delight’ 
to achieve a 12th place finish on tH 
debut of the glorious soundit 


Hen of star quality. ce 


the Metarens should have W°": 
fact is that they dida' And, ined 
‘eyes, the championship 4 4 in) 
had got off to the best po 


start, 0 


1984 FORMULA 
ROUN 


Autodromo Nelson Pigu 
Rio de Janeiro 


26th March 1989 


Gircuit Length: 3.127 miles/5,031 lem 


Laps: 61 


Drivers’ 
World Championship 

Pos. Drive 

1 Nigel Mansell 

2 Alain Pr 

3 Maurici 

4 Johnny Herbext 

5 Derek Warwick 


6 — Alessandro Nannini 


Constructors’ 
World Championship 


Pos Team 

1 Ferrari 
8 Mclaren 6 
3 Benetton 4 
_ March 4 
8 Arrows 


ig Grid 
n 
20 
19 
18 
1 
8 
22 
23 
38 
3 
7 a 
4 R 
12 ka 
26 
24 
10 
u“ 
30 k 


Race Classification 


Non-Pre Qualifiers 


and San Marino GPs as the 
World Championship settled 
Each, in very different ways, 
‘something of a renaissance 
Barnard, out of the FI 


89 never made the tur, but went 
straight into the wall before spin: 
ning down it, coming to rest, and 
then bursting into 2 frightening ball 
‘of flame. Few could believe that he 
could survive, or that his injuries if 
he did would be anything but se- 


vere 
The day after the biggest accident of 
his FI career, however, Berger dis- 
charged himself from the Maggiore 
Hospital in Bologna and headed 
back to Innsbruck for some plastic 
surgery, intent on rejoining the cir- 
‘cus in Phoenix. 

It-was, without danger of hyperbole, 
‘one of those miracle escapes 

In the second Ferrari, Mansell had 
Uhrilled the tifosi with his chase of 


his team-mate’s accident — but the 
fact is Mr Mansell falls into the 
abnormally brave category, and he 
was pushing Patrese for all he ws 
worth when his car gave up. 
Testing the previous weck had 
already indicated that, as last year 
the Honda Marlboro Mclaren 
would walk away. They'd run thet 
for cight days, with cight differen 
specifications of Honda V10 to ty 
and they simply wiped the floor 
with everyone else. Prost’s best ric 
time, the fastest lap of Im 267° 

was only a hair off his qualifying be! 
and Senna’s pole, such was the 
incredible pace. Thierry Bouts? 
had the third fastest race lap ae 
Prost and Senna, but it was only |" 
29.5718, 

‘There was thus no disguising 
Honda Marlboro McLaren was ris 
back on top. Suspicions that, but 
Senna’s impetuosity and Prost’s 2 
ofa clutch, the MP4/5s would 1" 
wiped up in Rio too, were 
confirmed. So there was noth! 
Unusual about their dominance. !" 
something as breathtaking # 
ever been, s 
The real story of HMM at Im 
however, concerned the bast? ( 
Parture of Prost after the r#c* 


lowing a blazing 
Dennis. Now Pros 
most well adjusted 
sport. He knows c 

he is, can live wit! 

is dignified even » 
him the seream of 
cally, even when + 
from journalists 
polite, almost apc 
you knew how b: 

he even refused 
with his closest jo 
Johnny Rives and Je 
cet 

But what on earth hic 
One could only 

in Adelaide he had 


that he wouldn't tolerate the ex 
isting set-up into 1988, and his sol 
comment in Imola was "Or 


were not observed andy elabs 
rated on what those orders mig 
have been or who might have give 
them, but if all is not well in De 
Kingdom, there may yet be tears in 
Wonderland, and that might ju 
prove the chink in the corporate 
armour. 

Certainly, after Imola, that’s what 
everyone else will desperately be 
hoping 

If Ferrari couldn't offer a true chal 
lenge to the Mclarens, neither 
could Williams, and that hurt In 
testing Patrese had managed similar 
race times to the MP4/5s, but come 
the meeting proper the FW12Cs 


Berger's t be 
fore the ace W 1 flagged 
The é est from Ligier, 
The French team had managed 1 
lent 10th in its ising new JS33, 


although team-mate Rene Arnoux 
hadn't got big shunt on 
Saturday g. The F3000 gradu 
ate had been alongside the equal 


impressive Alex Caffi on 
but they had tangled as the red flags 
s undertray 
od Cali 
flat tyre 


came out. Gre 
and rear wing were d 
like Boutsen, sustaine 


Against the rules, Ligier removed 
the JS33's rear wheels on the grid, to 


g rote 1 the ba 
the goose 
ps tsen was booted out of 
f § an excellent seventh. 
Both teams lodged justifiable 
appeals. 
The performances of Caffi and 


Grouillard highlighted the surge of 
he new boys und the little teams in 
Imola, Piero Martini put the local 
Minardi 11th on the grid, while 
Nicola Larini breezed prequalifying 


lined the 
Moreover, though Piero lost. 11th 


Osella up 14th. 


place when fourth gear broke, Nico 
up to a brilliant 


1 fought the Ost 
sixth by lap 42, before worn tyres 
dropped him back and, eventually 
brought contact with the wall 

Then there was Gabriele Tarquini’s 
performance as the AGS replace 
for Philippe Streiff. The cheery 
Htalian was right with Caffi, through: 
final stages of the race, as 
they staged the best battle, and 
provisionally took the final cham 
pionship point upon Caffi’s and 


Boutsen’s exclusion 
Such unusual performances came 
against a backdrop that saw some of 


n deep trouble teying to gen: 
“sufficient. warmth in their 
‘tyres, and for fide tine ae 
(qualifying, This time, Sandro 
kt “was in full control of his new 
team-mate Johnny Herbert, and the 
Italian eventually got the BIS& 
going well enough for the seventh 
(grid slot. In the race he found he 
could run comfortably at the Ferrari 
‘and Williams pace, and once the 
various dramas had been enacted 
emerged an easy, unrutfled third, 
Herbert was less fortunate. Running 
Jow downforce in Friday's rain, he 
spun terminally on his third lap and 
his meeting went downhill from 
then on. He should have finished 
‘around sixth, but spun out of eighth 
place on lap 30. and dropped to 14th 
after spinning while trying to rejoin 
Capelli, ike Nannini, eventually got 
his March 881 working better, but 
after qualifying 13th and heading 
the Italian on the first lap, he fell off 
‘on oil in the Rivazza on his second 
Jap. Mauricio Gugelmin was only 
19th on the grid and was badly 
delayed by a puncture before the 
loss of his clutch early on finally 
resulted in a broken transmission. 
Both teams had new cars testing 
before the race, and came away 
concluding they sorely needed 
them, 
‘There was greater optimism at 
Arrows and Lotus, the two new 
challengers. again proving well 
matched, Nelson Piquet’s late qual- 
ifying burst that netted him eighth 
grid slot bumped Derek Warwick, 
but in the race the Englishman 
resumed battle as they chased each 
other just like they used to in F4 
‘They carried on that way until the 
Brazilian was sidelined by Judd en 
gine failure, but though he was 
himself using oil at a precarious rate 
| and had a cracked exhaust, Warwick 
made it into the points for the 
second rice running. 
| When Eddie Cheever qualified an 
‘excellent fourth in Friday's wet con: 
ditions it seemed his fortunes might 
| finally be about to pick up, bur 
“Saturdhy brought a host of minor 
“mechanical troubles that restricted. 
“him to 21st on the grid. Weinging 
thing from the All, he 


Cachwese hom ie Canim pee garni Sparing 
(pete No warts Cat ck ed up — 55 as for 
ang Comer Lroy Maggy rears — Targa’ test, 
art Daas ASS marae Uo Tower, Bach othe 
(rane bear? Cnty Ayton overs (ohn 
Towreend 


Fac page, bp Steg sh Wom Pane ere 
Tht Sots ene No hs x sti 0 
mate apn Sorig Pete, ton Wench 
Yared mere ports at Towns 


Nese wis once again unimpressive 
and was classified Lith after losing 
m1 


nY laps with electrical problems. 


p. de Cesaris, Sala and 
lowed by 


ni were overshi 
their team-mates. The Dallara driver 
seemed (© feel that in Arnoux’s 
absence the mantle of baulking fell 
On his shoulders, and he successtully 


Minerali just as Sala became perma 
Rently bogged in it, ‘The Spaniard 
had gone off try 
Trilian's BMS 189. 
prequality 

In the Brabham camp, however 
Modena and Brundle showed again 
how evenly matched they are. ron 
cally, after two cars had failed on 
him on Saturday, the Italian used 


Bt avoid the 
ie failed to 


motored out of the gravel at Acque | 


bill «> 


Brundle’s 


and went q 


clutch n Stefa 

the gi s second 
Herbie ash was back in charge as 
team direct ng alter a 
year’s sabbatical with FISA, and yet 
again the cars started their weekend 
well by prequalifying with ease, only 
to go slower as qualifying went on. 


In fact, Modena’s Im 27.450s from 
Friday mx rabbit hour 

his fastest all weekend, and had he 
been able to repeat it, would have 


the grid. T 
frustration 


netted him thied slot 


ald to the feeling 
| Martin felt he could have had a she 
at the overnight pole had he foll 

| wed his nose and used slicks right at 
the end as the track was drying out 


| Instead, Stefano lined up 17th, Mar 


tin 22nd after irritating pr 
and they scrapped in the bi 
dile that comprised Cheever, Her 
bert, Tarquini, Gugelmin and Naka 
jima. Modena, who'd been in trou: 
ble anyway with his brakes, lost it 
going through the righthander 
down to Rivazza and came to rest 


ne horrible FC 
s joined Alboret« 
Christian Dann 


c mpera the Sunday 
lines. Already, prequalifying had. 
also weeded out the improving 


Onyx ORE-Is, Foitek’s bravely dri 
en Euro Brun, Winkelhock's fifth 
gearless AGS, Weidler’s mechanical 


y ravaged il the desperately 
misfiring Z: 

Fortunately for Gerard Lirrousse 
s debutant Lola LC89s didn't have 
prequalify, but Philippe Alliot and 


Yannick Dalmas nonetheless had an 
awful time. A last minute swap from. 
Magneti Marelli to Bi 

nics — Larousse wanted to try 
both, Magneti Marelli said make 
your mind up one way or the other 


created teething glitches from| 
which they never recovered. Dal 
mas’ car wouldn't fire up for the first | 
denied the restart, while Alliot man-| 
aged no official laps as he never| 

ally crossed the startfinish line 


start, and by the time it did was 


during his very brief ‘race 

At one stage it seemed that the new 
Tyrrell 018 would have a similar fate 
on its debut, a whole host of nig-| 
ing new-car problems preventing 
Michele A\ 
the sole example completed in time 
However, Jonathan Palmer had got 
in with his 0178, so the new car was 


reto from qualifying 


substituted. Its setup was changed 
drastically overnight, and the restart 


alowed the team to adjust out 
ferocious oversteer which had spun 
Palmer on the opening lap at Tosa 
Thereafter the Doe was flying. Ris 


ing to th ie fat 
from Tyrrell’s fire by charging to an 


n, he pulle 


excellent sixth (possible fifth if the 


appeals are rejected) a the seek] 
new Harvey Pastlethwaite/Jean 
Claude Migcot design got faster and 

faster | 
Te was good to know that, if even 

winner McLaren had some serious 
internal problems to mar its day 

one team went home from San 
Marino with its tail well and. truly 

up. And, to be honest, after 1988 | 
very few begrudged the fact that it] 
should be Uncle Ken's 
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Fravce’s ral ero on he day — Rane Anat 


un 


«“ 
ae best day of my car: 
Pierre Jabouille had no nee: 
realy, "Well..Dijon -it must bx; 
everything came together ir 
race: first Grand Prix win fo 
first Grand Prix win for me, pole posit, 
and in France! Fantastic, req), 
Everyone dreams of it, no?" 
Jean-Pierre always had the look ofa m, 
who'd walked under too many |:cde, 
He was silent fora few seconds. "Ihe. 
thing for me,” he ruefully grinned, 
that no one remembers who won 1, 
French Grand Prix in 1979 — only 
fight for second place! Even an ho 
after the race I felt that. And when I sy 
the video, I was not suprised..." 
Mario Andretti, in rather more feig 
style, always felt the same way abo, 
Fuji: "I won the race, right? My first in, 
Lotus — a big day for me, But who th 
hell else remembers? Right afterwari 
T'min the garage area, and all everyone 
sayin’ is how Niki quit, and Hunt wo 
the goddam championship!” 
‘The Japanese Grand Prix of 1976, howeve, 
was one thing. The French of °79 hi 
passed into motor racing folklore, 
its closing minutes David Hobb; 
commentating for CBS, was virtuall 
for words. “I have never seen anyt 
like this in my life — not in open whee 
racing,” he spluttered. “I mean, you 
think they had stock cars out there. 
Asand when Rene Arnoux retires, ther, 
will be stories written about his lon, 
career, about his working-class back 
ground, strugele through the ranks, scason' 
in the vanguard of Formula One wit 
Renault and Ferrari, years of decline 
with Ligier. There will be appropriat 
tribute to his seven Grand Prix wins, bu 
none of these will spring instantly 
mind at the mention of his name. No 
ever, “Arnoux” will say Dijon ‘79 — an 
the battle with Gilles Villeneuve. 
It was the eighth round of the Worl 
Championship, and when they came 
the French Grand Prix Jody Scheckte 
Jed on points, tailed by Jacques Lai 
and Villeneuve. 
Ithad been a strange kind of season th 
far. Lotus, dominant the year befor 
were nowhere, and the first couple ° 
faces, in Argentina and Brazil, had fall 
readily to Laffite’s Ligier JS11, supe*! 
effective in the new ‘ground effet 
tradition. Then, at Kyalami, Fert" 
new T4 appeared, and Villeneuve * 
Scheckter finished 1-2, which res 
they duplicated at Long Beach. At olde 
itwasJody’s turn, this more by reliab", 
pace, but at Monte Carlo he *” 
‘squarely, 
The only intrusion into the 
domination had come at Jaruma, Wr, 
Depailler’s Ligier had triumphed, 
now Patrick was out ofthe pictures 
in a Paris hospital with dread! 
injuries after a hang-gliding accide™ 


trio” 


jous threat to Jod 
Sefer came from 1 
Patrick Head's lovely nc 
fad to win a race soor 
‘And Reanault — at t 
only turbo team — w 
threat atany circuit 
the name. Dijon was ¢ 
Reliability apart, throct 
abiding Renault proble 
‘Arnoux and Jabouille ha 
back row of the grid. 
anywhere, but especially so a b 
race, A good showing at Dijo 
to the Regie. 
‘And there the grid was turned on it 
head. This time the yellow cars had the 
front row to themselves, At Di 
cars had twin KKK 
turbochargers, which 
markedly improved 
torque and, more 
importantly, throttle 
response. With their 
power advantage, 
they could run more 
wing than the rest 
and seemed in a 
class of their own 
= until Villeneuve 
produced astunning 
lap to join them in 
the 1:07 bracket. 
No one else was 
close. This would 
be Gilles against 
the home side. 
“They're only two 
orthree kph quicker 
than me through 
the speed trap,” 
he commented after 
qualifying, “and 
usually it’s about 
15kph, so they're 
using a Jot of wing, 
That’s where they're 
making up the time 
here — through the 
turns, 
“Lneed a win here, 
Villeneuve went on. 
“to close the gap on 
Jody. I'm not interested in three or four 
points. If Jabouille once gets into the 
lead, I think it'll be impossible to catch 
him, so I have to make a good start, 
Somehow I must at least split the 
Renaults on the first lap...” 
He did better than that. Both yellow cars 
Got away reasonably well, but the red 
One sliced between them on the run 
down to the first turn. And a missed 
Rearchange dropped Arnoux back to 
ninth, 
In the opening stages we had Gilles in 
his element, at his purest, running awa 
from Jabouille at a second a lap: “It was 
all could do — go for it, We had very 
little downforce,and I knew [was‘urting 
the Michelins, but what was the alternative 


ault up into 
off such as 


Ja, Jarier, Piquet and 
kter with relatively little problem. 
les the auguries were not good. 

Sixty-five laps remained, and he had no 

ye working in his corer. Still, he 

harged on, “If you can build up a lead, 

he said, "you just might unsettle the 
other guy, make him put pressure on 
himse 

Jab 


le, though, was in calm frame of 
mind, playing the race 
like the dedicated 
fisherman he is, 
paying out a little, 
reeling in, He knew 
the extent of the 
Renault's superiority 
could maintain the 
gap to the Ferrari 
without breaking 
into a sweat, AS 
the 30-lap mark 
approached Vilneane’s 
lead was pared away 

1 looked in my 
mirrors, and knew I 
had company 
Taking absolutely 
awesome chances 
through lapped 
traffic, Gilles pulled 
out to four seconds 
again, but by mid 
race his tyres had 
run up the white 
flag, and the 4 was 
all over the place 
understeering on 
left-handers, over. 
steering on right. By 
lap 46 Villeneuve 
had no more cards 
toplay,andJabouille 
swept by him at 
the end of the 
straight. Gone 

1 could tell his tyres were finished 
when I passed him," Jean-Pierre said, 
How he got to the end on them, T'll 
never understand. 

In the Ferrari pit, though, they were 
getting new Michelins ready for Gill 
Scheckter — lapping at nothing like his 
team mate's pace — had already been in 
for a change. But Villeneuve stayed out. 
All right, nothing could be done about 
Jabouille, but now Amoux was chipping 
away at the 15 seconds separating him 
from second place. With 10 laps to go, 
Rene had the gap down to four, and 
Gilles looked like tethered prey. And as 
they went into the last five laps the cars 
were as one. 


Belo: Historic moment — but everyone was wag fo he ter tes 


4 
> 


Those closing minutes of Dijon 7 
beggar description, At the end of lap 7 
Arnoux came by ahead, and in the stand 
there was delirium. That was that, w 
said. Gilles had gallantly carried th 
battle to the Renaults, and the gambic 
had failed. 
But Villeneuve was not like that. “Wher 
Rene passed me,” he said, “I though 
he'd run away down the straight, like 
Jabouille had, I was in really bad shag 
with handling, but still I could stay wit 
him — so he had to have a problem 
too.” 
He had. In the closing stages, th 
Renault's fuel pick-up had begun slight) 
to falter, "I thought I'd try to get hit 
back as soon as possible,” Gill 
explained, “because he wouldn't 
expecting it, At the end of the pt 
straight I wasn't really close enough bY 
I went for the inside and left my brakitt 
really, really, late...” 
Smoke plumed from all four tyres 38% 
Ferrari scrabbled inside the Renault, 
they went round the right-hander si 
by side, 
Noone — noteven the drivers thems¢ We 
— really knew how many times in the 
last couple of laps the two cars pS. 
and repassed, how many times 
banged wheels, slid wide, went of", 
foad, rejoined, touched again. It“, 
desperate in a manner perhaps not ° 
in Grand Prix racing before or sin“. 
Halfway round the final lap, wit!" 
PD, 


_ 
meee: roux Po 


—_————_— 
crowd now roaring 
seemed to have it dc 
hairpin he felt suftic 
his advantage t 
conventional, line 
fater than late, put thy 
the open door. Now 


settled > 
Inthe midst ofall thi #. 
road, Jabouille was - ‘ 
momentous victory, but hi i m 


* aR 


ting, waiting, Then i 
a blink — over the line, And as the ¢ 
cruised into the slov 

Villeneuve gave a wave of comradely 
respect, immediately ac 

Arnoux. 

We should have expected nothing 


RENAULT e| 


Ithad been ragged, it had been wild and 
frantic, but it had been also entirely fal 
and clean. “I don't know how many 
times we touched,” Gilles said, “but I 
know it never happened because one of 


us was trying to put the other off the 
road." 

“Iewas fun!” he giggled. “A real battle | 
thought for sure we were going to get 
on our ‘ads, you know, because when 
you start interlocking wheels it's very 


ition meeting by a 
1 One's elder 
Fittipaldi, Scheckter 
J others called them irresponsible 


From where they were,” Gilles deily 
mmented afterwards, “what the hell 
did ‘ouldn't believe the 


things they were saying, Jesus, they're 


upposed to be racing drivers 


Andretti, predictably, was not among 
the critics. AS the racer’s racer, his 
response was swift and to the point 
Nothing to get worried about," he said 
Just a coupla young lions clawin’ each 
ther.” For most of us, that said it best 


Ten years on, we have seen nothing like 
since. 


It takes Fl cars about 90 seconds to lap 
the Imola circuit. Ina blazing car much 
less time would be needed to die 
Gerhard Berger owes his life 10 a 
number of people — the designers of 
the Ferrari's monocoque, the manufact- 
turers of the flame-proof overalls, the 
firemen who put out his blazing Fer- 
rari, Most of all he should be grateful to 
the team of doctors who knew how 
and when to remove him from his car, 
exactly what to do to maintain his Ii 
and what precisely had to be done with 
him when he arrived-at the circuit 
hospital covered in petrol, burnt, with 
orthopaedic injuries, concussed and 
unaware that he had survived one of 
the most terrifying accidents seen in 
Grand Prix racing for many years. 

In charge of the medical services is a 
Neurosurgeon, He is not just any 
heurosurgeon but one of the most 
‘eminent men in his field and one of the 
most respected men in Grand Prix 
racing, He is Professor Sidney Watkins, 
MD, FRCS. To his friends he responds 
0 ‘Sid’ oF ‘Prof. He is a man with a 
major sense of humour, outstanding 
skill and a quite ruthless sense of 
Purpose when it comes to safety in GP 
racing, 

A weekend in the company of doctors 
‘was always going to have its moments 
Yor the San Marino Grand Prix there 
were three ‘public’ ones — two shunts 
in practice involving first Rene Arnoux 
then Gerhard Berger, and the massive 
and massively publicized furnace that 
so nearly ended in tragedy. Examina- 
tion of all three was to provide a clear 
view of what is involved in saving 
drivers’ lives 
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At 6 am. on Friday a team of doctors 
and nurses assembled at the medical 
centre, located at the entrance to the 
pit lane. They were headed by Italian 
Doctor Piana. Sid Watkins began his 
inspection at 6.30 am. Firstly the Cen- 
tre itself was scrutinized in great detail 
It comprises a ‘casualty’ ward with four 
beds, an intensive care ward, an X-ray 
room and an operating theatre; the 
components were checked against a 
prescribed list — from the basics of 
ensuring that there was light, water, 
electricity etc, to the more complex 
rituals of testing calipers, scalpels, re 
spirators, defibrillators etc., this mini 
hospital's inventory was matched to 
FISA regulations. There were some 


revealing items on the checklist — the 
security of the hospital, the proximity 


Doctor's 
Orders 


BY ROGER CHOWN 


of the medical helicopter to the centr 
the access of ambulances to the circu 
and the centre, the communicatio 
equipment so vital in the event of 
emergency 

The Centre itself examined, the per 
sonnel list was then checked. Th 
Centre doctors included specialists 
general surgery, anaesthetics, che 
burns, neurosurgery, orthopaedics an 
paramedics. The track doctors were 
anaesthetic doctors — a total medic 
staff of 32, all unpaid volunteers. 
Mario Casoni used to be a profession! 
sports car driver — his task for th 
weekend was to drive Sid Watkins a0 
the charming English-speaking Doct 
Federico Baccarini, After everyon¢ 
the centre had been checked and th 
eredentials ascertained, the track b 


came the focus. At Im 
mmini-medical units © 
feast one doctor, an 
the case of four of 
interception vehicles 
tors to the scene in 
dded to the fast 
starting grid, the si 
pressive — 2 ‘fast 
could reach the scer 
within 30 seconds. 
wondered why course 

be driving at very high sp 


circuit when practice 
finished, consider this: Mar 

first ‘quick’ lap wa : 
seconds. “Too slow” said Sid, 2 ‘ 
37 seconds, then 2 minute 
seconds. These were the improve 
ments as driver and car became at 
ned. On race day with more tyre 


pressure, the circuit was 


2 minutes 28 seconds 
accident quickly is the key & 
lives as Gerhard Berger was to discc 
these 


er, Practice for drivers is as 
critical to life-saving as prac 
GP. drivers, in their chosen pr 
Prof toured the circuit to check that 
the team were in place, Each of their 
ambulances had been looked at 
piece of equipment checked, the rout 
ine was established. Inside Professor 
Watkins’ own car was a mobile 
kit, an orange box containing every 
form of hand-held device of which one 
of the most important is the laryngo: 
scope, a device for opening the throat 
so that an airway can be inserted with a 
balloon on the e 
he doesn’t aspirate the vomit 
into the lungs, A big mouthpicce for 
oxygen is used, “large for racing driv 
ers because they all have big mouths 
quipped the Professor. He has his own 
kit of which and seat-belt 
cutters were two important items 


each 


«1 so that if the patient 


scissors 


The most potentially dangerous part 
Of Grand Prix is the start which is 
why medical cars follow the first lap 
Apart from this the last 15 
timed qualifying on the last day is the 


Most likely time for an accident (0 
occu 

1 Wondered why the track doctors 
Were all anaesthetic specialists 


“theirs is the critical life-support fune 
tion, ‘They are not there primarily t 
Provide @ pain-killing role 

With just 40 minutes or so remaining 
Of untimed practice on Friday, conver 
Sition about medicine were abandoned 
{in favour of practical application: the 
Fed flag came out to halt the sessic 
With eyes carefully looking behind to 
ensure that no Grand Prix car was ‘live 
n the circuit, Mario gave a demonstra 
ton of his experience as the Profs car 
hurtled towards the incident. In con 
fet with the Control Tower by radio 
and the conversation audible to all the 


that Arnoux’s licence 
seconds had gone by. Arnoux was out 
of his car, his helmet off and seated 
the back of the first car. g bee 
checked for basics. He appeared fine 
The ambulance — the secondary veb 
cle — had already arrived and M 
Arnoux was taken immediately 


Medical Centre. From 
nation at the Centre for a full check « 
all functions, the time taken was just 4 
He was unharmed and re-appeared 


Fring page 


“0 


fap Race a — arr cnt Cr 


re Pakmey et MRM 


inte bee ort = Poss Wht 
ep te Towra 


There is no better rehearsal than the 
real thing” Sid had remarked. Maric 
Casoni felt he could have been quicker 
Sid Watkins had not disagreed. 
I, Prof. Watkins had been driven 
0 Fittipaldi, former FI pilot 

To gain the ‘special’ experience 

sted that Mr. F, should take his 
edical car round behind the saloon 
car race. The Clerk of the Course 
greed, By the first corner, Wilson was 
up to 16th place out of 33. By the end 
{lap 1 he was in front. The Brazilian 
crowd, who had never seen a medical 
car take the lead in a race before, went 
wild. The Clerk of the Course was not 

used. “I just did what you told me 
said Fittipald you asked me to do 
what I normally do when I drive 
Professor Watkins so I did! 
Nelson Piquet wasn’t very amused 
when f told him he couldn't drive after 
his practice shunt here nwo years ago. 
He was even less so when | told him 
the reason. He turned up in racing 


hadn't. been 


yveralls saying that he 
concussed, had all bis faculties and 
hould race So [asked him why he had. 
forgotten’ to pul on one of his racing 
boots!” “Concussion is dangerous be 
cause it's unpredictable” — he added 
later 


When Gerhard Berger had his practice 
virtually the sa 


shunt at Ne SPOL as 
Arnoux, there was momentary confu 
Watkins car was re 
eased. Later in a simple ‘postmortem’ 
the ‘rules’ were re-defined by of 
race boss FISA’s Roland Bruynseraede 
forceful consent of Chief 
» Corsmit — ‘the moment 


with the 


Steward Jol 
the red flag is out the medical cars go, 
irrespective of whether the cause of 
the stoppage involves a driver's safety 


Berger too was declared fit 
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Murray Walker's 


“Comprehensive and exceegey ‘Asplendid publication’ 

‘Superb photography’ MOTOR 

GRAND PRIX YEAR THETIMES ‘Marvellous value! 
AUTOCAT 


“Murray wheels out the winner” he hook oozes enthusiasm’ 


Foreword by JACKIE STIWART 


tag ‘AUTOSPORT 
“Excellent value’ “Packed with information’ 
THE INDEPENDENT DAILY EXPRESS 
‘These are just some of the accolades which greeted the first volume of 
Murray Walker's Grand Prix Year. 


The second volume is now available and you can order your copy 
direct from the publisher. Find out for yourself why Jackie Stewart says 
‘Murray has an authoritative view which | am sure you are going to 
‘enjoy,’ The book is a comprehensive, accurate and fascinating account 
‘of the Formula One season and is essential reading for everyone who 
follows the premier motor sport. 

There are a few copies of vol. 1 of Murray Walker’s Grand Prix Year 
available — start collecting. 
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: 
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‘Murray Walker's Grand Pix Year Vol. 1~85.95 each +p. & p. 
Muay Waler’s Grand Pix Year Vol. 2—06 50 each +p. 8p. 
‘Reflected Glory Posters £1.99 each + p&p. 


Roland Bruynseracde is like i 
kins; persuasively powerful. He is also 
decision maker, Within the control 
tower is a room containing a bank of 
"TV monitors which enables Race Con: 
trollers to see every part of the Circuit 
at all times. Manned by keen and 
pmictised eyes each screen is studied 
assiduously, In the Rene 
Arnoux’s shunt Mr. Bruynseracde had 
made the decision to halt proceedings 
almost before the car had stopped. “He 
hit the barrier very hard why take a 
chance?" Like all recipients of good 
decisions this directness is of critical 
relevance to the medical services and 
to Sid Watkins in particular. 
and I work well together. We both 
have the same interests at heart and | 
know he listens to what I have to say 
‘The feelings seemed to be mutual. 
Why then had Professor Watkins, Ro: 
Jand Bruynseraede (and before him 
Derek Ongaro) and other senior offi- 
cjals of FISA’s Medical and Safety Com. 
mittees had to work so hard to enforce 
their views and why weren't all circuits 
mandated to provide ‘total’ medical 
safety services? 

“all circuits are rated for the services 
they supply — at the end of each race | 
have to complete a document which 
marks each aspect of every Grand 
Prix’s medical services — it is compre- 
hensive. Circt which constantly fail 
in some areas could lose their Grand 
Prix status, This fact alone usually 
ensures that improvements are made. 
But it is really up to everyone involved 
to lobby for the services they want. 
Despite a specific request from FISA 
only three drivers had inspected the 
Imola Medical Centre by the end of the 
Friday session. Ayrton Senna, of his 
‘Wn Volition, and Alain Prost who had 
been ‘leant on’ by Professor Watkins, 
did make a tour on race day. Senna left 
Quickly, Alain Prost was asked what he 
thought of the services. 

“Lthink this is the best we can haye at a 
Face track and would like to think we 
could have this at every circuit. I will 
try to visit the Medical Centre at each 
face from now on”. 

Itis perhaps hard to take too seriously 
the ‘demands’ of drivers concerning 
Safety and medical care if the bulk of 
them do not know what és done, At 
Imola there were a few drivers who did 
Come to look, which in an ironic way 
Made the Messrs Watkins and Bruyn- 
Serede point more telling: if the driv 
€t8 can’t be bothered... 


—— 


Roland. 


Ton: 


The fi 
Maggiore Hospital, one of the six hospi 
tals which could be used if needed. It 
too was impressively organized with 
beds put aside specifically for GP driv 
ers. It was hoped they would not be 


al ‘check’ at Imola was The 


needed 
Sid Watkins was at all times calm 
through all proceedings. “Biggest prob- 
lem for me can be boredom — I might 
go to sleep’ 
fact reveal that absolutely nothing in 
the race, or for that matter in the 
practice sessions had been missed by 
FISA’s Medical Supremo.......) 

On race day Dr. Federico Baccarini did 
tension. Not so the 


(A careful scrutiny did in 


admit to some 
Professor. 


later in the year. 


it will be published by First 


e yA 
r gulf the driver. Witt 
erger's life was not ir 

i ¢ danger, the whole team, re 
ppc buck in place ready to 


restart, after just 
Jetail became significant later on, Be 
fore the race, Sid had asked for an 
intravenous drip to be prepared and 
put inside his car. It was. It was used. It 
saved maybe another 20 seconds. 
Mario Casoni didn't laugh when be 
returned, no-one did, He was however 


happier with his performance and the 


made clear the doctor's view 


Is life-saving a a vocation?” I 
asked. 

‘No, an instinct really.” Sid had replied. 
Had motor racing given medicine 
anything: 

No, we simply apply medical practi 


A descriptior of the 


ne aspect 
techniques used in motor-racing acci 
dents was summed up thus: 

The cardinal rule is for every 


driver, 


step 
taken to remove the to be 
thought out 

For a man who knew at eight years of 
wanted to be a neuro 


age that he 


surgeon, ‘thinking out his problems’ 
has never been one. He has had author 
ity from Bernard Ecclestone since 


1978. One can only guess that he has 
exercised it since his youngest days. 
This man is in 


a job where no-one 


questions the Doctor's orders. 


ook written by Professor Watkins in which he relates some of his 
foeare ee ‘in Grand Prix motor racing will be 


entitled Doctor Watkins’ G.P. 
Publishing. 


JOHNNY RIVES 


Be -Wt a e ve rare) 


an 


hardest of all 


88, with not a single point in 16 
races, Can changes all-round revive 
French fortunes? Johnny Rives of 


Fra 
L'Equipe sees signs of hop 


nce’s world-famous newspaper 


The track was wet. It had rained till late 
into the previous night. “No real problem’ 


said Olivier Grouillard, “All we want to 


Jingsat constant 
speeds on the straight 
Miss 


nimpossible: once again the Ligier 
taamy yainst telemetric equipment 
that would not work on a Formula One 
car. Itwas taken off to be sent back to its 
maker in the United States, What to do 
next? An important piece of the Ligi 
bodywork, the engine cover, had been 
redesigned, lowered considerably in 
relation to the one used for the Brazilian 
Grand Prix. Should they do a back-to 

back test? 

With the track still wet, no such 
comparison could be made, so the 
decision was taken to work on the 
Penske-style” suspension, the point 
being to accustom engineer Anderson 
to the technical demands of Formula 
One which are rather different from the 
ones he knew in Indycar racing, 

The 1989 Ligier JS33 has a hydraulic 
system which is the brainchild of former 
Penske engineer Ken Anderson, young, 

tubby American who has taken himself 
off to France to answer Guy Ligier's call. 

The French constructor has done lot of 
recruiting beyond the national frontiers 
in the bid to revive his racing team, As 
Ligier’s Formula One section was moving, 
from Vichy to Magny-Cours, beside a 
track that has been magnificently 
rebuilt, so too there was an enormous 
shake-up in the Ligier personnel. Many 
of the mechanics gave up Formula One 
rather than transplant their families 
from Vichy to Nevers (60 miles!), and 
the result has been the rejuvenation of 
the workforce by the hiring of new 
hands. 

Where the technical staff are concerned, 
Michel Beaujon is the only one to have 
stayed on in the wake of the resignations. 
of Michel Tetu and Claude Galopin in 
carly summer 1988, Ligier at that stage 
‘was offering jobs right, left and centre 
Net result: Andy Willard left McLaren to 
take over research and development. 
‘And Ken Anderson, who had created 
that original Penske suspension system, 
crossed the Atlantic to set up on the old, 
Continent — not just a move down the 
road from Vichy to Nevers, but for 
Anderson a major change of scenery. 


W/ESSAINTJAURENT 


a rive gauche w 


F 
eee He has a good 
ee 


good. And even ifa lot of enthusiasm has 
(eer 
at least as much potential as Arrows, 
Minardi, : 


‘more about the virtues and defects of 
the JS33. Conventional in design, and 


place. He had achieved his aim of getting 
to the finish of his first Grand Prix, “to 


- driven as I did last year in Formula 3000, 
“the car was 


ne jorking, when 
de at Magny-Cours, there 
¢ element missing: a 
hardly suprising, 
king in Renault's 
he's not alone ir 


THE WORLD CHAMPIONS 
Part Two 


{fatly sorry ale where Italian driversand 
the “Italian national team" are 


successive races in 1953, or that Monaco 
40 


@ cavalry officer, move became 
and still fore 2 Bae 
‘ecutea doctorate inion belo 2 


Wenig se ‘ 
—eo 


of motor racing became too stron 
esappear in official results 

Dr. G. Farina, though to those who kt 
him best he was always known as ‘Nis’ 
Italian champion by 1938 and a proce 
of the great Tazio Nuvolari, Farina 9% 
his first two seasons in the Wott 
Championship with the all-conque™™ 
Alfa-Romeo team, whose dominance E™* 
was determined to end. WN 
nowe® 


the “Three F's": Farina, Fansi® 

Fagioli, the Alfa Romeo trio who 

Wie front row on that Northamptot 
Britain's Reg Parnell... ee: 


Prix was he 


Monza only forthe Italia 
eg alhose Who Love 


is particularly af 
mctapetye was a deeply © 
ase Mie would later cl 
ayrate factor in his histc 
uti jen on VCO vcr 


ough t0 give him the 
be SP niacles” he sa 


“for with only a few laps 
joalready out of 
Trading when my oil gauge b 

suliarly. 1 prayed to the M 


races 


Peeclerated to maximum speed as fast as 
teouldand kept putting it into neutral. 
Mon the race — but Next day nobody 
Could restart that engine 

Only one more win would follow for 
‘f-Romeo, in Belgium the following 
‘year, before the Doctor moved on to join 
Ascari, Villoresi and Taruffi in a 


formidable Ferrari quartet. In 1951 
Ferrari had fulfilled one ambition when 
his 4.5-litre car in Gonzalez’ hands beat 
the Alf-Romeos in the British Grand 
Prix Alfa-Romeo, in fact, had withdrawn 
fromthe sport. To encourage competition 
for Ferrari, the governing body promoted 
Formula 2 - 2 litres unblown or 500cc 
with supercharging - to the status of 
Formula 1. Had Farina but known it, the 
rising star of Ascari was about to 
‘eclipse all the Doctor had achieved. In 
1952 Farina won not a single Grand 
Prix;in 1953 he took the chequered flag 
ahead of the field just once, in Germ: 
While Ferraris were sweeping all before 
them, Nino could win only that one 
Grand Prix for the Commendatore, though 
he did finish second and third in the 
World Championship in those two “F2' 
Years 


outh America to 


in i ly ic face in Janu 1948. He was already 43 
rvesats-e hee ba v's whenhe won the World Championship; 
a transmis b he inth ing stages of his Ferrari career 

n breakage at the old lion was giving best to the young 


bloods of the day, not least his teammate 
Alberto Ascari. Secking to finish off with 
] a flourish, Farina went to 
Indianapolis — | 1a World Championship 
event — in 1956... and failed to qualify 
‘The shadow cast over him by Ascari 
would, as we shall see, extend across the 
Aan 10, 
Farina was born into an automobile 
environment, Alberto Ascari had racing 
in his blood. Was not his father the 


his life in 1925? Alberto's own passion 
for speed was developed on motor cycles, 
‘and in 1940 he took part in the celebrated 
Mille Miglia road race endurance test. 
With the intervention of war and 
fatherhood, however, Alberto settled to 
the life of a respected car dealer, the 
‘occupation he would later list on a 
‘questionnaire on his entry to the United 


In 1947, however, he too succumbed to 
the lure of motor racing — in Egypt, of 
all places. Italian compatriot Piero 
 Dusio’s appeal for a “mass-produced” 
‘racing-car had led to the creation of the 
isitalia, a whole fleet of which were 


ii 


a 
wn 


strong in his veins, and his friendship 
with another great driver, Luigi Villoresi, 
did nothing to deter him. 

Ascari bought a Maserati 1500 — from 
Villoresi — and went racing in secret. 
The cover was blown, however, when 
he was the only man to hound the Alfa 
158s, in the hands of such giants as Varzi 
and Trossi, at the Fiera circuit near 
Millan, and he began racing in earnest for 
Maserati in 1948, A year later Ascari was 
4 Ferrati driver, his first victory for the 
‘marque coming at Bari, where an adoring 


also coined the unusual nickname: 


‘to wait until July of 1951 for his maiden 
¢ Nurburgring, 


years running. In fact it would be bette 
to say he walked away with it: si 
consecutive victories in 1952, five mor 
wins in 1953 — fat chance of catchint, 
Giecio, 
Ina sense he timed his arrival at the (? 
Of the racing ladder to perfection. Whet 
the up-grading of Formula Two ws 
announced, Ferrari asked his famous 
engineer Aurelio Lampredi to design! 
four-cylinder engine to do the job. TW 
unit was conceived, drawn and buil 
within four months, in plenty of ime! 
Ascari to rout all-comers, Nor was ‘i 
great 4,5-litre Ferrari rendered obsole 
forhereisanother coincidence betwe“ 
the fortunes of Farina and Ascari 
1952 Ascari decided to lay siege 10" 
American fortress of Indianapolis. W"" 
limited back-up and a single engin 
his disposal, he qualified comfortab!) ~ 
lunlike Farina few years later — and" 
Tuning strongly enough, he felt, © & 
n and win the race when a whee! 
broke and pitched him on to the inet, 
Tt was a Friday", a resigned AS 
would it ended up badly. 
Giccio was, indeed,a deeply supers, 
Man, one who would make Sti, 
Modena’s curious little rituals pale" 


ve) 
cance. The pale blue hel. 


loves and other items of 40h 
P ia would always be PA 
inthe same orderand place, 10-0" ls 


ie . 
eae Ht happened, he hax 
fore gerrari, THe man Ii 
fae a place? De. Farina, at 
- ci it in 195. 
fen circuit 
are ‘outan epic duel 
is previous year, Ascari 


three weeks ¢2 

N ng, Farina had been fete 
urgring, Farina 

metix winner for the final t 

arte ith Ferrari ir 

vni parted company wit 

Met © Maranello politics be 

the few constants in Formula ¢ 

ud his heels for a while as a new 


coole ti 
cookin was developed, though pol 
sition in Spain was the last of 14 in his 
Prpecr,andithe only one not ina Ferrari 


Thestartof 1955 was promising enough, 
until Monaco, The retirements of Fangio 
tind Moss had left him in the lead, but 
‘whether the adrenalin flowed too strongly 
or something broke on the car, Ascari 
andhis Lancia crashed at the chicane on 
theseafront and ended up in the harbour 
—justatthe spot where he had touched 
wood the previous evening 
He escaped relatively unscathed, stayed 
in Monaco for two days and went home 
onthe Wednesday. Thursday May 26th 
found Alberto Ascari at Monza, where 
Castellotti and others were testing for 
Ferrari prior to a minor race on the 
Sunday. To everyone's suprise, Ascari 
asked to have a run, to see ifthe stiffness 
had left him after his accident. To his 
friend Villoresi’s horror, Ascari borrowed 
helmet and goggles from Castellotti 
himself; Ascari, who would never be 
parted from that light blue helmet 
which was having its chin-strap repaired 
after his Monaco plunge. Two laps were 
‘enough; something borrowed, something 
blew. The car crashed inexplicably, and 
Alberto Ascari was dead. At 36, the same 
‘ge as his father was thirty years carlier 
that fateful day at Montlhe: 
The circumstances of his death add 
Polgnancy to the legend of Alberto 
Ascari, but he had achieved something 
ttaian has done since that date: won 
Oa orld Championship in a Ferr 
GUY sixteen Italians have been Ferrari 
prand Prix drivers; only eight of them 
ie Hon faces; only three have won 
Won pt one, Italians in Ferrari's have 
46, 80 Ascari's victories account for 
i nl Cent of the total Ferrari haul, 
Aes ‘almost another fifth. Michele 
eto, the most recent Maranello 
butngut® Won three races for Ferrari 
195g mesince 1985; and since Ascari in 
chappyho Other Italian has ever been 
Wher p08 of the world. That, in a sport 
© Statistics abound, is perhaps the 
ofall, O 
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Prove pbs tots tamsartsin 1953 AD 
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Terres csr 
cing - ‘years from 198: 
15 1966 ~-wll go sown in history > 
Golden Age of motorsport. It was.a time 
when power outputs rocketed from 
650bhp to 1300 in qualifying trim, when 
pe rece engine was persuaded to 
Up to a staggering 870bhp 
lite In 1966, with the introduction of 
the 3 litre formula which the turbos 
‘eventually supplant 
Graal supplanted 150bbp per ire 
Looking back, it is sometimes 
forget the derision with which the intial 
Renault turbo was met when it made its 
at Silverstone in 1977. 
The Formula One 


makeshift Alpine derived test 
chassis.Testing was carried out du 
1976 and they learned a lot bo! 
temperature control, fuel injection” 
boost regulation. 


Renault was to discover, however, engi 
my 


its sheer power was not the be 
end all in Formula One. Its 0"é" 
turbo engine had appalling delays!" 
throttle response and a very "a 
Power band, and was grossly unre! 
too. On the RSO1's debut in the 1” 
British Grand Prix at Silverstone, “" 
the wide sweeps of the circuit we 
expected to flatter the ns!" 
characteristics, Jean-Pierre Jab” 
Gualified only 2ist and retired 
When the induction manifold 
As his 2.7 bar boost became 1 *.» 
‘Was left to battle the 3 litre ey 
was effectively simply + 1" 
power unit.. a ld 
As Renault struggled through 10!" 


n, and retired in 
of thats its rivals snige: 
ace Mried on with their 
and engines while teying 
ies of ground effec 
ed a rac at Mon 
Lh Moth, but it wasn't u 
i prix at Watkins Glen ¢ 
ar ear that he final 
end of the year | 
‘championship points for 
E ‘9 other turb 
ich 0 
rufacturers on the scene 
cal progress, was relat 
standards that would 
by the By 1979 the V6 was prox 
‘Obhp, and then came the break 
oer and Jabouile's hist 
inthe French ‘Grand Prix at Dijon. There 
More no further successes that year, but 
Jerivas began to register 
the straightline speeds 
that the Renaults were 
ing the writing began 
toappear on the Formula 
One -wall: the only thing 
that was holding the 
Renaults back was their 
chassis technology. ‘The 
turbo engine was there 
to stay. 
AsRenault progressed to 
avery healthy 550bhp at 
10500qpmby 1980, Ferrari 
and BMW began working 
on their own turbos, 
while Brian Hart began 
considering a blown 
version of his Formula 
‘Two four cylinder. 
By 1982 a normally 
aspirated victory was 
becoming unusual, but 
ittook until 1983 for the 
death knell finally to 
sound for the 3 litre 
Powerplant ‘Then, Michele 
Alboreto’s victory round 
the streets of Detroit 
Tisfo mark the last win 
{or 4 normally aspirated 
Grand Prix car until 
Nigel Manseit’s Ferrari took the chequered 
tab in Ro six year ter 1e chequered 
To rieParists the idea of turbocharged 
their ‘screwdriver’ tuning 
{SSanathema, Somehow, turning up he 
tke a Produce greater power scemed 
eins 8 engineering terms. 
ee ea However, was to force 
Amanner nce cine development in 
thane gh tatwas more akin to the Nazi 
and Ante wes between Mercedes-Benz 
that this pein in the Thirties, except 
hangs time it wasnt one propaganda 
thebangeovernment that was providing 
Seties of ie for unlimited advance, but a 
On explogn i, cat manufacturers bent 
Sf Formut ig the marketing advantages 
Produce vt, One: Their quest was to 
tan Prix tact i the greatest eras of 
1B 
Ore manufacturers began producing 


Boost levels were creeping to 3.5 barfor 


nd suddenly power outputs 
oObhp were the norm. That 
fhassis regulations had 


qualifying, 
of 650 to 
year flat bott 


Teplaced ground effect, but it woulda't 


pe Tong before power increases far Out 
weighed any reduction in comenng 
forces, and lap times would continue 
their downward spiral. This suited al 


ly aspirated 
ywards the 


put the remaining 
cars. As turbo power soared ssh 
Tooobhp mark, designers could ford 
to run larger and larger wings 10 Festone 
the lost undercar downforce. The alms 
by contrast, made litle progress Of 
7sphp in 19 
veer front. From 47Sbhp 

Prpurs had risen to little rose con 
Seophp in 1983 with the advent oF NE 
short stroke Cosworth DFY 

FISA eyed the developments with alarm 


fh pumped 
s BTsd and 
1988 


1 Brabham 
$B186, After the red 


st to 2.5 bas 
ration of 150 litres, many 
had hoped f 
Had FISA also legislated 
against red white 
cars called Honda 
Marlb 


McLarens it 
would have been a 

tific season, with 
victories for Lotus, 


Ferrari, Williams Benetton 
and March. Instead, the 
Honda turbos still ruled 
the roost. Undoubtedly 
one of their aces was the 
litle switch in the cockpit 
which changed the 
temperature of the air 
through the intercooler. 
This bypass. regulat 
valve allowed the driver 
to alter the charge 
temperature to improve 
his power output or fuel 
efficiency, depending on 
his circumstances. On 
RAIGREVG for cxample 
jere were five positions, 
30 degrees 


ranging fr 


Ens 


pwards, There was plenty of power at 
but economy 


the lower temperature 
naturally suffered, and he could adjust 
this balance up to the highest 
temperature, at which power would be 
reduced but economy be enhanced. 
When he wanted an extra spurt to pass 
anyone, of to keep a rival at bay, all the 
driver had to do was switch to the 
coldest setting, provided he didn't stay 
on it for long, and paid back his fuel 
reserves later. That was precisely the 
Piquet was obliged to use 
mally aspirated Benettons 
of Sandro Nannini and Thierry Boutsen, 
and Riccardo Patrese's Williams as he 
raced for third place at Imola last year 
A driver of Ayrton Senna’s calibre, for 
example, could tell Honda's engineers 
exactly how his car behaved during a 


1983 80 1986 period brought about 

engine development. the 
fruits of which wil sill be felt im the cw 
aemo years. Materials tcchnologr bas 
been enhanced, and we are 208 on the 
threshold of using ceramics in cacing 
engines. Furthermore, the progress 
made in the techoology of managing 20 
engine's variables will be of contiauous 
value not only in maximising its power, 


more power in 
tabjown Formula One engine, now that 
its beeathing is not 

cad observers fervently hope this will 
lead to closer racing while reducing the 
kelthood of any one marque dominating 


in quite the same wa 
and Mclaren towards 
turbo cra. Now increase 
from making an eng 
increased boost pre 
promoting better breatt 
numerous exploratio 

cylinder - and by achic 
Besides the fantastic so. 
breed of atmosphe 

Ferrari and Chrysler 
and the Honda and Rer 


Oe tome’ Tue = 
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Shown above, the 
for a brochure, call the 


1 new Lotus Espa T 
Brochure! 
‘crore models 


hargecooled Lotus Esprit Turbo SE 
60 mph in 4.7 seconds, on 
163 mph, where conditions and 


n's new 


produces 264 
the way to a possi 


regula 


¢ ultimate goal 
id over 40 years on the 

us to develop still further 
nassis, suspension and brakes, These 
bo SE with enormous reserves of safety, 
evels of handling and ride in line with, 


& 


Spee 
Racing experience, 


d perfor 
Keeping with the time 
o the Esprit range has a 


latest additior 

catalytic conve! 
environment, and 
fuel. 


runs only on unleaded 


Handling, performance 


This brings a whole new 
and style 


meaning to British Racing Green 


cartax & VAT 
us Cars Limited, Hethel, Norwich, Norfolk. 


jrbo SEL 


jine on 01-25. 
1 with the 4 seat 


hours). Le 
Excel (manual or automatic 


s said 10 be 

‘of manufacturers said 10 De 

jmerested in bulding Forlan (0 
ines, ceri 

- ise Formula One and the Sports 


pment and 
s developme 


Honda, 
coldand new), Judd. Chrysler, 


tthe new cars arc 


arked, the turbo engine 
‘Above: Shortie lapping by new ania in Ler 
Lamborgh at incl (Jn Townsee t o 1 d 
Yamaha — not yet an unualiadsuccen ti 

Lois nt win straight ou ten da 

Vandystod) 


w the new 


ald be 


they don’t 
y better, even if they d 


te possess that sheer tyre-dist 


and Yamaha are already in the arena, 
while Life, MGN, Neotech, Subaru, 
Mercedes Benz, BMW, Alfa Romeo, 
Peugeot, Nissan, Toyota and Porsche 
are said to be waiting in the wings. Even 
if only half of them take the plunge, 
Formula One can expecta wide variety of 
powerplants within the next five years, 
and that can only be good news for an 
increasingly expensive sport. 

When the 3 litre formula came back in 
1966, engine design dictated chassis 
dimensions. Now the wheel has come 
full circle, More often than not, chassis 
criteria such as overall and 
the prime requirement of freer 
‘Sross-section, dictate the ype of engine 
‘Thus few believe tha the Lic ona MGN 
V12s, of Subaru’s Flat-12 will ever see 
the light of @ racing day in an era in 
Which even a traditional 90 degree vee 
angle is now regarded as excessively 

le, 


punch and the b 
er laying punch and 
nt hydrocarbo 
Piquet mbarked on a 
Piquet ha 


ng qualifying lap in the 1300bhp. 
m BTS4 


now been ited, economy will continue 
turbo era petrochemical manufacturers 
fame up with special dense fuels to help 
in the fight against detonation, ty 
though atmo fuel will weigh less it ig 
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and (orshould that be excitable’) 
The English are ‘determined ani 
the Irish ‘quietly laconic’. 


‘on the grid at Thruxton, Td done thar, 
shivered in the cold and the wet of the 
pits and I've no regrets about not being 


i else. “Tom Wankrctere 
‘lan to Daytona for the 24 hour race in 


January — the beginning of a new and 
strange phase of Donnelly’ life. 


in sports car was 

ce oe ome te 

Jaguar going for a double and pressure 

ns Roto screw up. Itwas 85 degrees 
we there, so we were told not to 


Driver like the Annecy a erent 
nr py HCE 82S such a ig thing with 
mea # mo 


‘It wasn't entirely 

Donnelly 3 happy one though, 
‘Daly collided 

Roe 00 the very fiat man Michel 


alterwardsit was Confimen 
‘could sit back and Savas! a 


ee 


opportunity to learn. The car was push! 
back into the transporter. 

‘The opportunity for more races wit 
Jaguar in the World Sportscar Seri 
presented itself but came to nothial 
because of a sponsorship problem. Ni 
the usual kind — a lack of sponsorsh 
— buta conflict between sponsors S 
‘Cut back Jaguar: Donnelly is with Cam® 
Noticinga window’ ortwo in hisschets 
Donnelly organised himself a Japan 
Formula 3000 drive to ada to his Europ 
Formula 3000; , Lotus Form 
One testing anda commitment to Nis 
to test and drive at Le Mans. “I 


frei 


thisplane from that airport and !jvs'® 
Twent with Lotus to Rio testing 


_ whet 


| Mat 
that 


from somewhere Dadford way, looke: 
fonrent enough with his lot though "I 
amit don't really feel in control of my 
life at present! The problem is that at 
this stage of the season everyone has a 
new cat and they all want them testing 
on the same day. Home life is non 
existent. My fiancee Diane is suffering 
‘most. [arrive back from some-where or 
other, throw in one set of washing, pick 
upaclean lot and head off again. I keep 
promising her it'll be better soon.” 
The Donnelly home is a semi-detached 
inthe village of Attleborough in Norfolk 
“Nothing special — and no I’m not in 
Norfolk just to be within range of Peter 
Wart at contract time! In fact I settled 
a When | first came to England in 
Fe Tye always got on well in Norfolk. 
Sone pace behind the rest of the 
Country, people have time for you and 


ij difficult to get to which means Eddie 


that’s a 
Eddie Jordan has been the 
Raa Donnelly's career. He is 
io, friend and advisor “I owe him 
‘keen S# People can’t understand his 
‘ind say ‘yes’ before they know 
fe agreeing to, I don’t have 


Racing Car Show at London's 
January, Lotus announced 
‘Would be their test driver 
Formula One season and 
Nakajima Cul! any mishap befall either 

‘Or Piquet. Many observers 
TM er ae be offered the 
POSsibiti, “That did aj tobe 
Was fora while. Last October | 


one ‘at Snetterton and Peter Warr 


Cia get hold of me at short notice — 


yas 0 Rechectn”, Lotus had been doing 
‘on my background. Priot 


UPanese Grand Prix the second 

y ‘open — a week later 
S back in the picture and the 
Was a test contract.” 


Sea 


{eat — a ec 300 wy 
Areca Rosy Bee Teo ode 
Reon 


py that stage Iwas hardly in aposition Donnelly was in Japan and was told the 
toppick and choose ol explained that! news when he phoned home. "Diane 
toed to be a part of the team — had heard on the radio cout Nelson's 
Prolved totally, not jut a test diver accident | dt believe hers fist and 
‘vice ano matter who | called for information 
ounding around Snetterton {wi r who | called for informa 
pot andl nobody ver hearing about nobody seemed t0 k ach, When I 
Se twas dong got back I went straight from Heathrow 
ea eked ‘tus, Peter Wart told me P iad 
Donnelly was emphatic on that point wl us, eter War fokd me quethad 
acy derive some satisfaction from four HEA 
= ingraces my hopes up! 
{good testingjob, butitiswinnin Tin the event Piquet reported ft and 
and recognition that he craves 1, Donnelly watched the race on TV. By 
wanttobecome another Ene then he knew every foot of the track 
na oe Jozens of times. 
hanging around 3 ver having driven round it dozen: 
japan 1 a pobany 4 comfortable: the heat 


en a 
fapan’ for MoLarea ‘Rio was just une 
hes ai humidity, ifyou moved you sweated. 


raring, of his — 
Totus guaranteed hat would no NRE he «rack is dificult and bumpy and 
: included asan inteB! ao room in the cockpit. 'd come 
Pa eat if Piquet oF zs 5 gasping for some fresh air. 
he team and into the pits gasping, 

part of the peace — he will "Tfee! rye they take the engine cover off 
Nakajima Smit ofthereamalreadY: 16% sey yhe eat from the engine ust blasted 

Lovee yone” ‘feel sick 
\sebiea Gar cone debut almost TA aly persevered, helped by the fact 
ean Rio. Piguet, inspecting Mar he had a few friends around him 
ocean VE ee Eryn eter — colleague aneppenent 

adder an 


fell down 4 


es 
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la Three was ther 

om Forte opportunity oh 
(Orin Rio a few times 
[beet faughs, it was im 
OUP Formula One as unfr 

jot unt 


ela joured (0 De. 
ig emoray 50, just MOTE ¢ 
me is more guarded it 

im lucky compare 


i 
He ade Formula Onc 


the circuits and then 
Pr totally wrapped up in what thei 
Pwmeeam is doing, It's not like Formula 
Tiree where everyone lived and worked 
inthe same country virtually 
fone man who gave Donnelly 
fyelcome words of encouragement in 
Mo was the World Champion Ayrton 
Senna. “I've always had a great 
respect for Ayrton going back to the 
days when I came (0 England in 1984 
lindwas with the Van Diemen operation 
in Norfolk. Senna had been with them 
{ooand in Rio he stopped by our pit and 
hada chat. When I was racing in Ireland 
Twould always check what Ayrton and 
Martin Brundle were up to in Formula 
Three. 
Nowadays I read everything I can about 
Formula One — every report. I want to 
know everything that’s going on. As I've 
progressed through each Formula I've 
taken it step by step but I'm determined 
totake every opportunity that comes my 
Way, Motor racing is a fashionable 
business and fashions change quickly 
Ambition i a part of the Donnelly make 
be Not blatantly obvious but hardly 
id concealed either. “Formula 
is the pinnacle of a driver's career, 
mecteam. It's the most professional, the 
we ipeetienc ed. Drivers are looked 
realy no) 208 want for anything. 'm 
a pressed by the set ups and the 
har gsations I don't feel overawed. I 
eh eo oe 3 Part. I've seen Johnny 
cee reak through, now I want to 
5 
tang en wi he actually be used by 
hing cn? The Lotus deal and 
Priore ne European 3000 are top 
the Year 1 ey go hand in hand. Later in 
Noms be very much involved with 
Tickfory St they start work on the 
Valve yc SINE development (a five 
Storu angst, Head) in midseason 
America thx ls0n will be away racing in 
hen, Ul be putting in the miles 


» WSA TEE Et 


ty mig 

fale igs Pethaps things will have 

Whig jg (OW? a little for the Irishman 

Meee: Prcsently living life at such 2 
eos THEN again midseason 

With Formula 3000 races and 


He can 
Th 


found little 


the scenery 


has always 
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“Looking Forward 


iP litical journalists drive 

to distraction at fe ve temic 
watching for the first hint of a date for 
the impending election, studying the 
Prime Minister's every nuance, 

every word in an effor to secon 
the situation. In the end, of cour its 
down tothe politician athe top similarly, 
in 1989 Formula One watchers will face 


decade ofGrand Pacing tly 
up his helmet at the end of the year? 


34 


ich mayne” 
producing a record which 


broken.” 

To many people, th: 
optimistic prediction at” 
another twelve Grand P a 
he stops. Just over # YO" 
another seven wins une ler 


at secme 
he tim 


quite easily be ho 
Career victories by the CT, 
Certainly, the man is out 


ovmngue Loy) 


cantum the tables on his teammate and 
win World Championship. In public 
he picks his words carefully, Privately 
hichas expressed the belief that the new 
naturilly aspirated regulations favour 
his surgical driving style. There wasn't 
auch wrong with his performance at 
Rio, of course, Clutch problems meant 
thit he had to make his second set of 
‘ytes last 45 laps - almost twice as far as 
anybody else on the circuit. He still 
finished second, admitting that he had 
filned more satisfaction from this 
Performance than from many of his 
rte As has been so often the case 

Past, Prost took a scalpel to the 


Mm And it proved more effective than a 
Cleaver, 


Cima 
Abin id Unlustered on race morning, 
‘eal ilked about his feelings for the 

i "Yes, I feel very motivated. Just 


aetiited as I felt after winning at 

“, even though it's sometimes 
So at the start of the season 
facing such a crowded 


ficult tobe 


Said that he would have at 

tonth off during the winter 
pletely. i 

He hag ©: AWay from motor racing 


eas 
cat One m 


« Jntary managed that. “The whole of 


One full month. I stayed at 
{tt On holiday, skiing...no golf 
Ot OF gymnastic training, 
eves, Beat.” A pause and a 
offs) Bough Ayrton had three 


ge of winter testing can come 


©, 
“en, 


nonths 
hopes « 
After 


nursing a broke 
an accident playing s 
Bali, got i 
drudge. Alain, along W 
Emmanuele x 
that early gin the 


Although by the 
driver's 
been vir 


second gap betwee 
and the engine's © 
characterised ¢ 
carly y 
atmospheric 
again on this score 
rere younsie 
is changing gea", 
be more 

power 
And wh 
bigdifference 
between the 
cars, inoth ie 
Thad 2 problem 2 ugh I was back 
driving style; it felt2s : 
deivingatus 


‘V0 was somethi 


cboxty suggested Mc 
made saying 
yrton's benefit, Alain 
‘Ciwies? Wh. 


inquired. When the expression 


delight for several minutes, 
that impish sense of p* 
usually reserved for jokes 
closest French confederates. 
One of those friends, of course, 
Jacques Lafite, with whom he went ino 
ership to buy an interest in a 2 
ole golf course near Dijon. Golf is his 
passion away from his work. 

Hpac t'm never likely to be invited to play 
in the French Open,” he smiles. “My 
handicap is currently 10 which isa long 
way from Nigel’s at 2.A big gap. ! love 
the game, but I don’t get to play asmuch 
as Nigel who's almost like a prof 

ing virtually every day, which is what 
you have to do if you're going to sustain 
that sort of level. I'm the sort of person 
who becomes bored very quickly if'm 
not doing anything, so from that stand 
point, [find golf very good for me. 
But what of the future? How long does 
he have left before the Formula One 
pressure-cooker environment loses its 
appeal? And when the time comes for a 
decision, will it be spontaneous or 
calculated? 
"No, Iwill plan my retirement when the 
time comes,” he says enigmatically. “More 
importantly, I want to have a very clear 


plan of what 
retire. But I h: 
in any detail 
when, perhap. 
before I start 
plans...” 

However, he di 
strategy like Ke 
As early as the 


knew that he 
Williams, do or 
and then call ‘i 
such a structured pian jy cS ba 
a question of keeping ius 
knew exactly what 1 way 5°" 
then I would say 8 Boing 
One thing, however, seems ce 
Prost is not a man to do gutta 
halves. Aware of his status ing 
One community, he has fy 
ee 8 far toy 9 
self-respect to stay racing ater 
has peaked. I suspect he will pe 


those who turns his back 

whilst at the absolute ent’? 
career. But, to judge by tar y 
place at Rio, not yet awhile. 9" 
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H A RANGE? 


BACK TO 
THE FRONT 


P irelli is back. 
The Italian tyre maker pulled out of 


Grand Prix competition at the 
eee a, 
‘ormula One. Now in 1989 the 
yellow and red id 
inreniciagua catenin hatn tr 
once 5 ‘sblue backtothe ~aelaere 
ite transporters in the paddock. On March Rothe (apy tm automobile. 


Why is Pirelli back? “For ewo . 1989, Pirelli made 
DarloCalzavaraDirectorofMotorSpon_ Same gE debut in Bra That 
forthe Pirll Group said inan interview eee hata around the world, 
Prix itionsat the Brazilian Grand erin ofthe 1907 Peking is 
Prix. "The rstoneisthat Formula One fats FE Was scheduled to ware 
startin 


is @ motor sport activity that's me, me 
cee rence 
Se tecesyamtce inte 
: : 
that is yery wellknown thie pat ge 
tld, So that goes very well with our 0,207. Prince s, 


Marketing plan, in 

ican aac Ga ye Scere 
: 

Ste lle oman re ei ee meh 

Why then did Pirelli pull outof Formula fan Pn 


bs | eam 
ne for two years? "We decided at the W°CKS The Mala woe BIN of three 


end of 1986 to: 

seladsvey cacti RSS cong pe 

seme eet, Stach cn 
says, “We deci re : ict n ‘a 7 

convenient to sto eee 2 cts i 

se ey, Sta? Enternationat fy Piet mse sit resent 


‘That was the first of 92 Gran 
victories for Pirelli. The first 
Formula One championships for 
came in 1925 with the Alfa Rome 
and drivers Gastone Brilli Peri Giuse181956 Pirelli pulled out of Grand Prix 
Campari and Antonio Ascari. Notuntil 1981 would it return to 

Pirelli’s glory days in Formula One? 088 Formula One arena. 
with the modern Grand Prix °° Fangio used left-over 
fr goTes 00 hiis Maserati and won his 

World championship. 

oh golden years Pirelli was 
Diop ae the Formula One world 
: 913 to 1957 Pirelli-shod cars 
Mees everywhere; 18 of th 
first race in 1950 : Migla classics, 19 Targa Horios, 
Prix — and started a 30 ¢ Aad 82824 Hours in 1949 and 1954 
Streak for Pirelli that woul Humber of other races including 
1954 me michasthe Sebring 12 Hours, the 
‘The streak, incidentally, doe 8 1000km, and the Spa 24 
the Indianapolis 500 which," by i} a 
eel 27 to 1957 Pirelli built nwo 


nuts ( 
counted as part of the 10" nul 
world cl ship. At te 

tld championshif tyres — the Stella Bianca 


isratibefore switching to the Mercedes 
i team and Continental tyres. He 

bafour Grands Prix for Mercedes that, 
band the world championship. 


Maserati, Alfa Romeo, Ferrat! 
supreme. And they all used Piel! 


4 inners ss : 

in those days the wind : .Mhestella Bianca (White 
In its glory days Pirelli Was Introduced in 1927 1 
With the most famous f 
sport. Alberto Ascari won 
1953 world championshiP® “inc 
Juan Manuel Fangio 8°", 
title in an Alfa Romeo f° 
championship in a MaseT™t',<4, P 
Pirell’s streak ended if cii*™ 
Won two races in his 


was as" 
names 


1940s and in the 1950s the 
Slmost unbeatable. It had a 
regtised cotton which was 
‘Anylon cord reinforcing 


Whee 


material, Pirelli cut transverse grooves 
into the tread pattern to improve its grip 
in the rain 

Since the 1970s Pirell’s main successes 
have come in rallying. Through its 
relationship with Fiat and Lancia, Pirelli 
has won steadily in the rally world and 
itslaurelsinclude eight world manufacturer 
rally championships. 

When Pirelli returned to Grand Prix 
competition in 1981 it struggled to 
compete with Michelin and Goodyear. 
Part ofthe problem was that Pirelli tyres 
could only be found on the teams that 
filled the back half of the grid. 

That changed in 1985 when Bernic 
Rcclestone’s Brabham team and Pirelli 
ne together in a multi-million dollar 
the winter of 1984/85 Brabham 
(000 miles of testing. Much 
Sf the testing was done on high-speed 
© reuits inhot weather, and under these 
Conditions the Pirelli tyres were 
competitive. Nelson Piquet won the 
French Grand Prix that year, bringing 
Pirelli its frst Grand Prix victory since 
iting Moss won the 1957 Italian Grand 
prix in a Vanwall 

a 1 3 go Mexican Grand Prix Gerhard 
Berger's strategy of running without @ 
pitstop for tyres paid oft, The Austr 
Pita the race inhis Pirelli shod Benetton 
Wovas Pirell’s 44th Grand Prix victory 


cam 
deal. Ove 
did some 12, 
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‘At the end of the 1986 season Pirelli 
pulled out of Formula One. Which 
brings us back to 1989. 


BACK TO THE PRESENT 
In 1989 Pirelli will supply tyres to the 
Brabham, Coloni, Dallara, EuroBrun 
‘Minardi, Osella and Zakspeed teams, 2 
total of 13 cars 
How many tyres will Pirelli bring to 2 
Grand Prix weekend? “About 800, 
Calzavara says. “We plan to have at every 
Grand Prix two race compounds, {0 
rain compounds and one compound for 
‘qualifying, Maybe we will introduce @ 
second qualifying compound because in 
‘qualifying we are not very competitive at 
the moment. Basically, 50 percent of the 
total will be the two race co : 
Which of the Pirelli teams get free tyres? 
“This is private between us and the 
teams," Calzavara says. “I can say that 
Minardi has a special relationship with 
Pirelli because we started to test with 
Minardi. | think that if today, generally 
speaking, we are competitive that is 
thanks to the Minardi collaboration 
Pirell's return to Formula One brought 
back the madness of qualifying tyres — 
the soft, sticky tyres which gave the cars 
incredible grip for two or three laps 
Because ofthe limited number of ualifing 
tyres available (o cach driver, they take 
enormous risks on their fast 
Calzavara quickly agrees that the 
qualifying tyre situation is 2 ludicrous 
‘one, “Nobody is happy about the 
qualifying tyres,” he says. “Qualifying 


from Milan to 


ick in Formula 
Pirelli now 


One forthe long 


Formula 


tor racing 
hacks in terms of 
spon terms of interest of the 
“} the general public in Europe 
states South America, Japan. 
back 


HTH 


fa 
a 
fa 
oa 
oa 
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‘one of the 


behind the pits. We sit on 
to jet their 


crates that the teams use 
around the world. 

on: Is he looking forward (0 

ide yesand 

‘on one side no," Berger sys “Tm happy 

because it's a different arca 


JAN KNUTSON 


the opposite is true.” 
‘The last year ofthe turbo era saw the 


crushing domination of the Marlboro 
Mclaren Honda team whose drivers 
Ayrton Senna and Alain Prost won of 


Berger’ 
main challenge 
only a distant one- 


finishing ( 
wuld be the first ro arrive 
we press conference 
came," he once quipped 
waren he walked in. Third 09 the track, 
ou 


63 


Berger flashed by and led teammate 
Michele Alboreto across the line for a 
Ferrari one-two sweep of the Italian 
Grand Prix. The victory, which set off a 
near-riot by the ecstatic “tifosi" fans, 
came four weeks to the day after Enzo 
Ferrari's death. Today, Berger calls that 
‘win his mast memorable racing experience. 
Instead of just one win in 1988, Berger 
‘could have had many, Atthe end of 1986 
he turned down a McLaren offer and 
joined Ferrari instead. 

Is he upset that he passed up Mclaren 
for Ferrari? "No," Berger says. "I think I 
could have won a lot last year in the 
McLaren. But my decision was (0 go to 
Ferrari. I'm here and I'm happy here. I'd 
also be happy if I had gone to McLaren. 
So, it's no problem.” 

It’s been said that Berger's fellow 
countryman Niki Lauda advised him to 
make the move to Ferrari. “No,” Berger 
says, “it’s not true, He never told me. 1 
made my own decision, and you can say 
ifflook at last year that I was wrong. You 
shouldn't look at things like this. You 
should be happy where you are.” 

Did three-time world champion Lauda 
play a major role in influencing his 
carer? Again Berger says no. "He's just 
another driver and a good friend.” One 
driver did, however, play a role in 
Berger's life. In 1982 a severe shortage 
of money caused Berger to consider 
giving up his fledgling racing career. 
‘Then he met former BRM driver Helmut 
Marko who helped the young Austrian 
find sponsorship to compete in the 
European Formula 3 championship. 

In 1984 Berger drove in Grand Prix 
competition for the first time. Several 
races with the ATS team brought him a 
sixth place finish in Italy and 
recognition of his talents by several 
teams who expressed an interest in him 
for 1985 

Then came Berger's serious road 
accident. He broke his neck yet had an 
incredible stroke of luck — the first car 
to stop on the scene contained a pair of 
German doctors who specialised in such 


injuries. 

Atthe hospital the doctors told him that 
it would be months before he could 
‘walk again. The problém was that he had 
a testing date with Arrows in five weeks. 
He hobbled out of bed, keptthe date and 
signed with Arrows in 1985, The team 
‘was not competitive. He joined Benetton 
in 1986, and at Mexico he scored his 
first Grand Prix victory. 

Enzo Ferrari, watching Ber mice 
TY, sald he hada “special feeling” aboot 
‘Berger, and so it was that Berger became 
‘4 member of the Prancing Horse team 
from Maranello in 1987. 

Enzo's confidence that year with 
victories in Japan and Australia, ending 


Ferrari's 37-race losing streak. 
How has the team 
emi Resiava heute tNotsinen tes 


oF 


look forward to seeing gai 
sala before his wnhaboy race 4 


Not since 1986 h 


{Ns still the same. OK, we lost our 
hiefand that’s sad, but the atmosphere 
team is the same.” 
fat Scuderia Ferrari have elevated 
to true international superstar 
of the benefits of driving for 
are his road car, a Ferrari 328, 
Contract from Marlboro. 
inWorgl (near Innsbruck ), 
August 27th, 1959. He still 
Regen were he can ski (his 
lon for speed) and look 
thicking business, But the tips 
MOL as frequent as he would 


had to deal with qualif 
return of Pirelli to Formul 
on after a two year 2 
h they and Good 


supplying driver: 
ry 


Is Berger happy th 
“No,” he says emp 


fucks but I don’t work a lot 
Berger says of his business 
Tice 4D el8x to be strong for the 
| NOW [have moved to Monte 
lot be at home enough. 
after the business now 

for the physical demands 
With qecrmula One car Berger 

guru Willi Dung. 

€xperience because he 
bree Niki Lauda,” 
for this ‘so he has the right 


business 
DOW In his fifth fal-riene vear of 


wants the other (C 


time the system was demonstrated to 
Nigel Mansell. sitting in the car with 
the rear wheels jacked off the ground, 
Nigel noticed that they were turning the 
Wrong way. All it took to fix the problem 
was to switch a couple of wires. 
and Berger have formed a solid 
ship. Barnard has 
worked with the best, drivers such as 
nd Niki Lauda, and he rates 
‘We get along very well 
Barnard says. “they are much the same 
these top guys. They are always thinking, 


ofthe car 
c tionships, what about 

Speaking of relationship 

the relationship between Berger and his 


new team 


other since Berger's 
| have no problems 
eason after 


have know 
Formula 3 days. 
n,” Berger said li 


Mansell signed with Ferrari “We will 
work wel together 


Now that they actually are working 
together, what does Berger plan to do to 
relationship from deteriorating? 


gett think we have nothing 
Se ce do Wejisthave to dread 


problems. 


= ular area 


ger see any partic 
it be stronger than 


Does Be 
where Mansell mig) 


1 didn’t find out yet,” he says, "T 


and nce, (with 


ne fact by winning the 


ca i rer that weekend. 


‘oeand Prixla 
ea meanwhile, collided 


the fist lap. Berger 
straight 


Berger and Senna, 1 
he fist turn on 
er J his Ferrari on the back 
I to the pits. Later he was 
Senna chopped 

vo make me back of 


parked 
and walked 


shouldn't 
bathe shamievill 1 back off in that 
in my life 

9 prix ended 
situatio’yg9 Brazilian Grand Prix end 
cas Berger. But the new 


minutes foF 

within pe ert enn 

abe ready to Start a 
ner, “We are 

Says Beret 1 period in the history 
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; Win a fabulous Williams-Renault Travel Jacket and Polo shirt for yourself 
‘and a matching set for your partner!! 
All you have to do is identify the ten people in the photographs below 
and send in your answer, and the first correct entry drawn 
will be the winner. 


CLOSING DATE: 19th JUNE 1989 
DRAW DATE: 20th JUNE 1989 


he 
Mlliams 
RENAULT 


Qhection 


he four-month break from Adela 

188 to Rio ‘89 was the longest I had b 

put ofa racing car since my carer began 
earnest — and boy, was I glad to be 

back. What a marvellous way (o start the 

new non-turbo era, too: six cars within 


418 seconds at the end of the race, and 
Brits in the top seven — including 


yours truly. Rio, for me, proved two 
things in particular: we're going to have 
motor racing the general public can 
ond to, and Derek Warwick can bea 
and Prix winner in 1989. 
joincd USF&G Arrows two years ago 
along with Eddie Cheever, designer Ross 
"Brawn and, really, a whole new package. 
“It's taken time, but we've gradually 
tumed it around now, into the pac! 
you see in 1989: not the ultimate — we 
Still need a major engine manufacturer 
behind us, as faras I'm concerned — but 
‘We're more on a par now than we've 
€verbeen before, Last year we scored 17 
Points with a two-year-old car design 
nd a 10-year-old engine; we have 2 
designer in the top five, a sponsor 
Among the best in Formula One, and 
rospects second to none 
fefinished fourth in the World Champion 
ia last year, Arrows almost doubling 
it previous best-ever total. I consider 
oa ‘Year as one where I put myself back 
the map as a serious driver. iter, 
‘eling younger, because 'mmore relaxe 
Toga Lever felt: relaxed, buthungry 
to It fo win: for sure I have the ability 
Win, but I'm only just now getting 


Aral intoa good position to win. With 


OWS this year, we thought we'd 
For gslenty finish inthe tp sixand aim 
Tostrum. Well, since Rio, | think 


\ D 
| 


a chance of catching the 16.30 BA flight 
to London, which would allow me to go. 
and watch my brother Paul in his first 
Formula Three race. Arrows manager 
Jackie Oliver and I ran for the helicopter 
‘and made the plane with something like 
15 minutes to go... | actually got to the 
check-in desk in my overalls; [had a 


non-changeable ticket, but flustered the 
lady so much she just threw me on to the 
plane. At passport control Iwas stopped 
by two policemen who wouldn't let me 
through because I had my overalls 
tied round my waist, still dripping with 
‘sweat, with no shirt on: but when they 
saw who I was they let me past, they 
thought it was great! Ihad a quick wash 
in the men's room, got on the plane, and 


it was quite nice to get up to London at 
07.30 the following day 
My father was waiti 


for me, and we 
drove straight down to Thruxton. It's 
very important for me to go to as many 
races as I can with Paul, because I feel 
part of his growing-up — I feel like I'm 
going through my teenage years again. 
He gives me immense pleasure: instead 
of the younger brother having the older 
brother as the hero, it’s almost the other 
way around. He isa racing driver that's 
bit special, that's going to be as good as, 
the best we have or had, I'm just hope 

fully steering him in the right direction. 

He'sa lucky bugger, really; he's looked at 
all my bad points and said, “No, I don't 
want them"; looked at all my good 
pointsand absorbed them, and developed 
his own. I've got parts of other drivers in 
me that I've looked a, liked and absorbed, 
and he’s done the same — bits of Senna, 
bits of Villeneuve, bits of DelBoy — 
though he rarely admits it! For me, 
watching Paul is a release valve, if you 
like, but also a part of life's pleasures. 1 
hhad three meetings in London recently, 
not forme, for Paul. l enjoy that side of it, 
because I can sell Paul Warwick; first of 
all I can get in there, because I'm Derek 
Warwick, then [can tell them how good 
Paul Warwick is! 

Looking at Formula One in general, 
there was one other consequence of the 
opening race in Rio | feel very strongly 
about — Philippe Streiffs appalling 
accident. I've always said, if I'm going to 
have an accident, I hope it's at Brands 
Hatch or Silverstone, and the way Philippe 
was handled is the reason. Apparently 
from the time he had his accident to the 
time he was on the operating table was 
10 or 11 hours: that's ridiculous. We asa 
Formula One body can not allow that 
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it's unacceptable in modem days, and 
drivers have got to start making them. 
selves heard again. 1 feel it's time to 
revive the Grand Prix Drivery’ Association, 
and some of us have been talking about 


already. 

The problem with the GPDA is that at 
the start of the Bighties the body lost a 
Jot of its strength by going out on strike 
in South Africa. It was bloody stupid to 
do that: we were getting really strong 
then, we had the right format, we were 
doing the right thing — then we go and 
act like kids. It is time to revive the 
GPDA, but we have to do it differently. 
In Formula One everybody does so 
much testing, so much racing, so much 
PR that we can’t devote the time to the 
matters of GPDA — it's a 24-hour job 
otherwise. I think it’s time to employ 
somebody full-time to look after our 
interests; someone that people respect 
and will listen to, such as Marc Surer, 
who has already made moves in that 
direction. 

But I think Philippe’s accident, if you 
like, is a warning shot, and if we don't 
take notice, there are going to be deaths. 
Not to say his own accident is not 
severe: it's a disaster for Philippe and his 
family, but everyone has their fingers 
crossed he’s going to get over it. Driver 
safety, as far as monocoque/chassis are 
‘concerned, is second to none. We could 
still go better, but Philippe’s accident 
was very particular. What my designer 
said was, "You could have built a tank 
and it would not have withstood those 
forces; that sort of speed, those forces 
‘would have ripped anything open.” 


n 


‘shouldn't be alive, and just 
fis hilppeisa devoted acing 
He gives 110 per cent of 
Circuit. He hasn't got a lot 
he'svery difficult 
fot of other 


deals together -he works hard me the 
team keeping them together, the fy 
gives 110 per cent — and probably tnt 
Oper cent created the accident. 00 
knows. But for that tohappen in modern 
Think everbody thought we had the 
best facilities around: but what we did, 
of course, was we took it for granted 
rather than go up to people and say to 
them: "OK, what ifthere isan accident, a 
driver is paralysed or hurts his back — 
‘what do you do?” I had an accident last 
year in Canada, where the safety facilities 
are second to none. I was taken out of 
that car like a baby, but even then, when 
I came to rest, I hurt badly; I was sick 
inside, I couldn't move, I was semi 
‘unconscious — and I came around with 


this fire marshal wearing asbestos, 
trying to take my helmet off. A 


ripping my head off, 


Next thing 


remember was Mansell coming along, 
fulling the marshal off, undoing the 
helmet gently: so there's a lot of room 
for improvement, It's an educational 
process, we need to know what to do 
When those accidents happen: don’t 
attack the guy with a pickaxe, take him 
out of there gently. 
Theimportant thingis, you needa voice. 
Informer days we had Niki Lauda; now 
Niki Lauda could go into a meeting with 
Jan Maric Balestre, Bernie Ecclestone 
Orthe Lord Mayor of London and get a 
tearing. Derek Warwick going into those 
Meetings doesn't really get the same 
Mention; we need one of the top drivers 
ae tus. For me that man is Alain 
Fost commands respect from 
tkivers, from marshals, fro doctors, 
Ait from the President. And he’s now 
lenough, the senior statesman, to 
able to do the job, 


li 
to ptt everyone 


has done a great dea 
Improve safety, but things are 
the dren: What's important is to bring 
ee Wer's feet behind the front axle 
Me oing so they've. Just concertinacd 
lage TP: We've now got intoan ena 
bape fa drivers, and that just can't 
he nioR Ativer isa racing driver 

“ tas the ability, not ajockey’s 

ac 
ied mgSteware looked at my carat 
, The full potential of this 
be known because 
Tot be able to drive it at 
@ Certain extent he's 
was very cr 


\dtivers adapt them. 
ill, after Rio I was 


[had blood on both 
jost the nails 


very, very tired. 
elbows, both knees, and I 
on three toes because I'm pushing my 
feet into very small boots now to give 


ba es J 


vg 


aa 


The 
that 


myself more room in the cockpit 
car is very uncomfortable, and 
I do it for pleasure, not 


shouldn't be 
for pain! ® 
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Ey eee 
ives ut even in the meda 

you don't expect to have to 
eal ond asp th commterndioc 


widgets? The ever resourceful Canon 
Williams mechanics, it was believed 
ad found the answer. Imagine our 
isyfor suprise, then, as we stood at the Varig 
ck:in desk on Monday, when the 
Williams crews arrived to swell 
queue — and with them, all intact, 
wded with th ne mountain bike 


other one for the records: in Rio, the _rightly been arrang 
pxcellent Riccardo Patrese cele ! rn 
record-breaking 177th Gr ; . 
by planting his Williams-Renault Something 
front row. Now Mr. B. Ecclestone, an exhauste 
‘of our first vignette, has a soft spot 
F the Italian who spent many a Sunday 
soon at the wheel of one of Bernie's 

bhams, soa commemorative gift had world’s weight 


Pitfall of the year? Harassed editor of 

wellknown international Grand Prix 

rine is in Rio paddock, boxing the 
mpass in the effort to see all the 
i¢ and go to all the places he has to 
rse of a Saturday 


me 
get to in the cc 
4 well-known international 


photogeapher bearing an uncanny 
resemblance to the one known as JT 
hes, with friend in tow. The 
Meet our English friend: 
John Brown!” “Hello, how are you, just 
out for the race?” “Well, no, actually: I've 
been living out here for about 19 years. 

he penny does not drop, though, 


PISA has a new Pi Publ 
Relati ress and Pub Lic 
fons Officer, in the affable an! 


extremely competent shape of English ae 
Hartin Whitaker, On Monday mornin whe faintest of alarm bells has begun to 
ids respec-secking 


ring. “Oh well, 
editor of internat 
Must dash, Do 

weekend...” Next day (next day. for 
Pete's sake), the realisation dawns: the 
editor of PEL had just been introduced to 


Ronnie Biggs. © 


jonal publication, 
joy the rest of your 


after MW's baptism by fire 
Opening round of the season in Rio, he * 


Standing minding his own busines 
the Inter-Conti, ‘bnforunately for out 
hero, he is minding it beside the po! 
more unfortunate is the ply) 
Presence of a FISA high-up who Mi 
Pane, e nameless, along with | Gran 
driver very definitely named 
Poe. At a loss for something '© 4° 
wustrian ace and FISA front "™" 
Promptly push FISA Press Officet nt” 
OL MW's assistant laughs so hard Her 
decides she had beter test NC 
Waters too. “She'd have been ok f"* 


hadn't 
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FORMANCE 


On track, on road, you need brakes as responsive and powerful as your car. 
Brakes which perform from cold right through the temperature range, 
Bringing stopping power at a touch, 

‘The Mintex High Performance range has been rally-bred for ultimate braking, 
That's why they were used by all the class winners in the 1988 Uniroyal 
Production Saloon Car Championship." So whether you drives hot hatchback 
on the brake pads the champions choose, 


‘or sports saloon, insist 


Insist on Mintex 


PERFORM -TOTHELIMIT 


0. tox 18; Cleckheaton, Wee rks 61192 Tl 027487571 Tate: SITE Fax: 0274374992 


“Results subject to afical confirmation. 


@ ama cnoue commany 


(UB CHAMPIONSHIP: 


HAVE HAD A 
RATHER 
CHEQUERED 


YEAR. 


| fies 1988 we maintained our 
grip on the major saloon and sports car 
championships. With a little help from 
Jimmy McRae, Frank Sytner and Mick 
Phillips, our tyres ¢ ed the line first. 
Just as they did last year Our standards, 


it seems, are anything but flagging: 


